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Isaiah 5: 1-7:   Psalm 80: 9-17 
Philippians 3: 4b-14:  Matthew 21: 33-46 

The Parable of the Wicked Servants 

It would have been extraordinary to hear Jesus telling the Jewish leaders this parable,  
as they were clearly hopping mad!  The parable focuses on Jesus’ intuition/knowledge/ 
awareness that He will die at the hands of Israel’s leaders.   (There is no mention of 
Romans!), Jesus uses His knowledge to shock and subvert the leaders into repentance,  
and show that they understand that they are accountable to God (The Owner) for their 
actions.  But, there are no signs of repentance. 
 
Therefore Jesus’ subversive speech, says in a straightforward way that His fellow Jews are, 
and always have been expected to produce fruit, because that is part and parcel of being 
‘called and chosen by God’.  
 
Jesus again reveals how courageous He is, and nothing will hinder His mission. 
 
This is a remarkably authentic parable, but to treat this one as purely a historical record 
would miss the point in 2020.   Because, we too are called to trust the cornerstone, show 
that we know Jesus is precious, and do everything we can not to reject the ‘stone’, in our 
daily lives, otherwise we too will ‘murder’ the cornerstone, and face God’s judgement.   
It’s a tough parable, but also an honest one.    

 
Stephen 

 

 



 
Book of the Month  -   ‘Dominion’ by Tom Holland, now in paperback. 

This is a wonderful historical charge through European history during the 2,500 years, 
revealing how the life of Christ has influenced every aspect of the world to-day. It is 
passionate, clearly argued and an exceptionally encouraging book.  It certainly helped me 
feel even more proud of following Christ. 
 

 
 
 
Sunday Worship       
We are still not able to meet in Christ Well but, thanks to modern technology, we have set 
up a Zoom programme that can be used with a computer/smart phone or landline, we can 
join together virtually.  Since this was set up in August at least forty people each week have 
‘attended’ the 10am Morning Service. Over the past few weeks those living in the Swansea 
area have also been joined by folk from as far away as Baldock, Bracknell, Cambridge (Rev 
Dr Robert Pope, who has also conducted Worship on several occasions), New Zealand and 
Switzerland.      Amazing!! 
 
The Bible Readings for 4th October are Exodus 17.1-7 and Philippians 2.1-13.  The Service will 
be led by Rev Dr Noel Davies and will include Communion.  
 
On Sunday, 11th October the theme for Worship will be Harvest and, as usual at Harvestime, 
we will also have a collection for Christian Aid.  If you would like to give, please send a 
cheque, made payable to Christ Well Manselton URC to Wynford Bevan by 18th October, 
making it clear that it is donation for Christian Aid.   
 
URC Diaries and the Prayer Fellowship Handbook for 2021 are now available.  If you would 
like to order a copy please contact Cynthia or Mary Jeffreys by 12th October.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Christ Well Manselton URC as an Emergent Community (Part 2) 
 
In my last article to you in the Weekly Letter, I wrote about the 3 stages to an emergency, of 
response, recovery and reconstruction and how now is a time to ask ourselves as we respond and 
then move into a time of reconstruct; what patterns are emerging, or re-emerging, that can sustain 
us as we reconstruct our church life?  But as people belonging to a faith community how we are 
re-formed, or trans-formed? 
In this article we look at the stage of Exploration 
I have been following Facebook posts from the Corrymeela Community, Northern Ireland and posts 
from the Iona Community, Scotland.  The new leader of Iona, Ruth Harvey recently addressed the 
Corrymeela community and the following section is an extract from her address as it fits so well for 
us:  What does it mean to be an emergent community? The notion of ‘emergence’ was coined in 
1999 by the economist Jeffrey Goldstein as: "the arising of novel and coherent structures, patterns 
and properties during the process of selforganization in complex systems.”  
As a church, we are more than an organisation, we are a koinonia – a community of believers 
grounded in our faith. But these models from science can help us understand ourselves better. It is 
our task to notice these new patterns:  what is emerging just beyond our vision that we can’t quite 
see but beckons us on? In religious terms, this process of emergence is very familiar to us: What is 
the ‘now and the not yet’ that glimpse of the kingdom that we catch out of the corner of our eye but 
can’t quite see fully? It is the work and the task of all faith believers to remain alert, awake to those 
glimpses of the ‘not yet’, the kingdom of heaven breaking through in our midst. This is our garden of 
gethsemane moment – we are to remain awake, alert. This is the emergent way.  
There is also another grounding model, based around the welsh word: Cynefin meaning ‘habitat’, 
‘community’, or ‘koinonia’ – it’s a word that points to the ‘ground of our being’ – what is the context 
or habitat which helps us to flourish? Now is a time for us to open up our creativity and to let new 
ideas fly. Build on previous patterns and create new ones.  Now is the time to fly kites, to play with 
‘safe to fail’ ideas, from which emergent practice will flourish. 
Please feel free to respond with any comments or thinking by emailing me on 
adellapritchard@gmail.com or by ringing me on 204651. 
 
 
 
Blessings  

Adella 
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