
CHRIST WELL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, MANSELTON 

11th June 2020 

Dear friends, 

Christian greetings.  As I continue to explore the area on my daily walks and 

cycle rides, I am often surprised by the things that I find on my doorstep.  

Yesterday, I walked through Llewelyn Park, up over the top fields, down 

through Morriston Park, along a lovely path adjacent to Swansea Golf Club, 

along the so-called ‘Burma Road’ (somebody can explain this to me!) and 

explored the area which is being landscaped, where the steelworks used to be.  

So much variety…and so much green!  In our spiritual lives, our intercessions 

for the world mean that we are used to the idea of ‘God over all’, but it is also 

important to discern how God acts in and through the local, the immediate, 

the people and situations which are clearly ‘present’ for us. 

Unusually, Christian Aid – in thanking us for recent donations – have said 

exactly where our recent gifts will be spent.  The letter speaks about their, 

‘work in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, which is home to more than 850,000 

Rohingya people.  In this overcrowded refugee camp, physical distancing is 

impossible.  One in three people living in the camp don’t have enough clean 

water or soap to wash their hands.  Thanks to the money you have raised, we’ll 

be able to train 100 healthcare workers in Cox’s Bazar to fight this virus (sc. 

Covid-19), and ensure they are equipped with personal protective equipment.  

We’ll also build handwashing stations throughout the camp and deliver 

hygiene kits and soap to 50,000 people’.  So…many thanks for your generosity. 

Last week, I was able to write about significant financial help for the 

Emergency Food Resource; this week I can do the same for Unity in Diversity, 

which has received a gift/grant from the Lord Mayor’s Charity Appeal (one of 

three recipients in Swansea this year).  It is encouraging to know that work in 

which some of us are involved is noted and valued by others. 

In our worship this coming Sunday, the key reading is Matthew 9.35 – 10.8 and 

we will be singing, ‘Here I am, wholly available’ and ‘Forth in thy name, O Lord, 

I go’.  In Matthew’s Gospel, the disciples are usually described as just that – 

disciple.  Here, however, they are called ‘apostles’ – the ones who are ‘sent 

out’.  We spend a lot of time thinking about the ways in which we are ‘brought 

together’ as followers of Christ; are there still ways in which we need to think 

of ourselves as being ‘sent out’?  Matthew’s Gospel has a strong sense of 



‘world mission’, as we discovered last Sunday; in this passage, however, there 

is a clear focus – the Israelites.  There are times when we need to keep our 

focus as clear as possible, not least when it comes to ways of nurturing and 

challenging the faithful.  Matthew lists the disciples for us – and it almost reads 

like a roll of honour.  It is not simply a list of names, however; we learn about 

relationships, occupations, politics…and betrayal.  This was a very diverse 

group indeed and we continue to give thanks for the ways in which diversity is 

a source of strength and enrichment within the life of the church. 

We remember that some people with particular responsibilities are as busy as 

ever during these times…  Thanks also to familiar faces seen regularly on a 

Tuesday morning, when they drop off food for the Emergency Food Resource.  

As I have said on previous occasions, the church has not gone into hibernation; 

we continue to learn and to explore new ways of doing things.  Next Tuesday, 

thanks to Zoom, I will be at the Synod Pastoral Committee for Wales.  I hope to 

learn more about what is going on elsewhere – and also about what tentative 

steps may be taken by the churches in the coming months. 

With love in Christ, 

Your friend and pastor, 

Neil 


