
CHRIST WELL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, MANSELTON 

18th June 2020 

Dear friends, 

Christian greetings.  The Synod Pastoral Committee met ‘virtually’ this week 

and the discussion was interesting, fascinating even, in a way that it rarely is.  

We agreed that most congregations are still at the stage of response to the 

Covid-19 situation; the question of what a sustainable church could and should 

look like in the future is only beginning to surface.  Many of our congregations 

in Wales are in rural areas and we reflected on the isolation that many people 

are feeling, in spite of the beauty of where they live; we also acknowledged the 

anxiety of many farming communities.  Whilst new technologies have been 

embraced enthusiastically across the Synod, it was also apparent that many 

congregations have reconnected with those on the edge of church by means of 

letters and ‘phone calls: how do we ensure that this continues?  It is also 

became apparent that most ministers have been reluctant to take ‘time off’ 

during the crisis; none of those present at the meeting had taken a Sunday off 

in the last three months.  It was good to have an opportunity to engage with 

the bigger picture in Wales. 

This Sunday, the key reading is Matthew 10: 24 – 39 – not an easy one!  We 

will be singing, ‘Will you come and follow me’ and ‘Will your anchor hold’.  The 

words of the hymns will give you a sense of the messages of the day!  The 

passage is a very varied one – lots of short sections of teaching which are very 

‘Matthew’, very Jewish in flavour.  If the words seem hard-hitting, then this is 

because the business of the Gospel is serious.  Talk of taking up a cross, losing 

everything in order to gain the things which are truly worthwhile…clearly, we 

are at the very heart of Jesus’ teaching.  Yet the passage goes to great lengths 

to underline the fact that we are of enormous value in the sight of God – 

many, many times the value of the sparrows sold for next to nothing in the 

Temple.  Jesus speaks of a ‘sword’, not a literal sword, but a sword which can 

split family bonds with those who oppose the change that faith brings.  Clearly, 

this was a particular issue in the first century.  Jesus’ aim was not to divide 

families, of course, but he needed to make clear that faith necessarily changes 

priorities.  We reflect on how this is true in our own lives. 

In a couple of sentences, I am going to hand over to Adella for the rest of this 

letter.  Note, however, that there will be an Elders Meeting in the near future.  



If there is anything which you would like us to consider at the meeting, please 

let me know. 

With much love in Christ, Neil 

Hello from Adella  - I asked Neil if I could share some additional news 

with you this week to accompany the pastoral letter. 

Neil has kept you well informed about the Emergency Food Resource that is 

based at Christ Well. If you know of anyone you feel needs support with food, 

toiletries, essential items, as a one-off delivery or for a few weeks, then please 

pass on to them, the number of Emma Shears who is the Local Area 

Coordinator for Brynhyfryd, Cwmbwrla, Cwmdu, Gendros & Manselton:  

07966246024.  She will be only too pleased to arrange for food parcels to be 

delivered. 

Besides the Emergency Food Resource there are many other initiatives taking 

place in the Cwmbwrla Ward as local residents look for ways of supporting one 

another during this time of Lockdown.  Be it socially distanced physical 

support, sharing information, setting up treasure hunts for local children, 

delivering books  … the list continues to grow as people come up with more 

ways to be a good neighbour.  Some of you may know of these? 

One such initiative is a Community Book – Cwmbwrla Chronicles or Manselton 

Memories (the name is yet to be decided) sharing stories about the history of 

the area. It’s going to be a one-off publication in September.  I wonder if 

anybody would like to contribute a story.  If so, please contact Seren Aldron, 

the Assistant Local Area Coordinator on 07986706644. 

I know not everybody uses the internet.  But for those of you who do and who 

use facebook – I invite you to like and follow the page:  

www.facebook.com/Community-Volunteers-Cwmbwrla-Manselton-

Brynhyfryd-and-Gendros-110139643948747/  This well used page tells you all 

that is happening in the area in relation to what I have been sharing with you. 
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