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Mark 16.1-8 

The extra-ordinary truth of the empty tomb. Worth celebrating? 
It sure is! 

The crucifixion of Jesus was to consign not only his body but also his memory to oblivion. 
So how did the authorities desire to ensure there was only a corpse, come to serve as an icon of majesty?  
How is that only after a few centuries after the death of Jesus, even the Caesars in whose name he was killed 
acknowledge him at the Christ?  How is it that 2.2 billion, nearly 1/3 of the world’s population believe the fact, 
that there was an empty tomb? 
 

And yet, the first witnesses of the empty tomb are paralysed by fear and uncertainty, and so run away refusing 
to engage with what they have seen, heard and what they were asked to do. The first witnesses remind us 
how difficult it is to make sense of and digest Jesus’ life and message.  Do the women’s initial reaction remind 
you how communicating ‘the empty tomb’, honestly and sincerely is never easy?  Their first reaction was, we 
can’t cope.  So, if we at times can’t get our head around Jesus’ death and resurrection, thus it has always 
been. 
 

Perhaps, the heart of the events that surround the empty tomb remind us that even through all the women 
and the disciples ‘ditched’ Jesus, the call to follow him comes once again.  Even though we ‘can’t see him’, we 
lose courage and we are lost for words; yet despite all of this we are warmly encouraged  by the living God to 
begin again to rediscover what trusting a man, a memory, which the Romans tried to obliterate.  
 
You and I have become part of the process of learning again what discipleship means, and finding ways of 
‘seeing’ that what Jesus revealed is not the end, for there will be more disciples after us.  Perhaps this is the 
miracle of the empty tomb, and why we cannot help but celebrate Easter Day?  
 

Stephen    

 



 

Good Friday Worship – 10 am  -  led by Rev Neil Riches   
Bible Readings are:   Mark 14. 6-9       from the Anointing at Bethany 
                 Mark 14.13-15    preparations for the Lord’s Supper 
              Mark 14.22-25    from Mark’s account of the Lord’s Supper 
             Mark 14.37-38   from Gethsemane 
   Mark 14.48-50   during the arrest of Jesus 
   Mark 14.61b-62  before the Sanhedrin 
   Mark 15.2-5   before Pilate 
   Mark 15.33-37   the crucifixion 
 
 
Sunday Morning Worship will be led by Rev Noel Davies.   We will celebrate Communion. 
Bible Readings is :  Mark 15.37-16.8 

Cycle of Prayer for the Swansea Region – we will pray for Uniting Church Sketty 
 
 
      
In the Garden   (URC Prayer Handbook 2021) 

We met in the garden when I came seeking a body. 
“Why are you weeping?” you asked. 
Tears of sadness, grief and loss flowed. 

I thought you were the one who cares for that place of the dead, 
not realising that you care for me 
more than I could imagine. 
I did not recognise you, the One I love, 
but you know me by name. 

Why now am I weeping?  They are tears of joy! 
I have met with you, the Gardener, 
Your care and your love bring life to the dead. 
I see that you are alive! 
For I too know your life! 
 
 
 
 
 


