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Weekly Letter 

  

1 Samuel 3.1-10:  Psalm 39.1-9: Revelation 5.1-10 

  Reflection on John 1.43-51 
Who followed Jesus? 

The Gospels reveal a fascinating picture of people being called to follow Jesus.  Jesus says to 
those of whom seem to be interested, “what do you seek”, and then he says “come and 
see”.  And we would not be surprised to know that hundreds of people (possibly thousands) 
all respond in different ways. 

In this (fascinating!) reflection we can identify five different groups, three main groups and 
two smaller ones, but all vitally important to holding on to the memory of Jesus’ life and 
works.   

The first group are made up of the crowds, who desire to hear his message and/or receive a 
cure.  As the crowds come and go they are nameless and usually numberless, but it is likely 
the numbers swelled during Jesus’ pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  Though they might be at times 
fickle, the crowds play a pivotal role in Jesus’ life, for they show Caiaphas and Pilate that 
Jesus is potentially a menacing threat.  No crowds, no threat. 

In the second group there are people who are more willing and possibly more able to spend 
more time in Jesus’ presence, to hear his message and praxis (Jesus future plans and 
strategy).  This group was also fluid, and we have few names in this group, Levi (Mark’s 
Gospel) and Nathaniel (John’s Gospel) Simon the Zealot - reflecting possibly the belief that 
all are welcome.   

With the third group we have the twelve, who were the most stable group of disciples, 
reflecting the 12 missionaries to restore Israel.  For more than two years they remain 
faithful to Jesus, and remarkably there is only one variation in the membership of the 12.  
Luke’s “Jude of James” versus Mark’s “Thaddeus”.  The demands and pressure on this group 
were enormous, and even after the shattering death of Jesus they regather, and function as 
an important leadership group in the early days of the church.  Only Judas bows out.  Having 
this prophetic symbol of the twelve was in itself a remarkable feat by Jesus. 
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In addition to the three groups we have a group of Jewish women who followed Jesus on his 
preaching tours, and who became vital, as witnesses and are extraordinarily dedicated to 
Jesus and the twelve.  Finally, there is a group of “followers”, who do not follow Jesus on his 
preaching tours – e.g. Mary and Martha, Zacchaeus and Lazarus.  They were the “stay-at- 
home” supporters who provided gifts of money, food and lodging over a period of two 
years.  The whole ‘operation’ created around Jesus was some achievement by him, for 
collectively these five groups of disciples collected the oral traditions and passed them on, 
which ultimately were to become sacred books (Gospels),and the five groups (Movement) 
clearly enabled Jesus’ life, message and precise words to not only survive, but also spread.  
(Well done for getting to the end of this slightly longer reflection!!).     

 Stephen 

 
 
Sunday Worship will be led by Rev David Salsbury.  The Bible Readings are:  Psalm 139  
and 2 Corinthians 4.5-12. 
 
 

 


