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Dear friends, 

Christian greetings.  

As we prepare to engage in Christian worship this Sunday, the key reading is 

Matthew 11.16 – 19, 25 – 30; we will sing, ‘Lord of the dance’ and, ‘What a 

friend we have in Jesus’.  The Lord’s Supper will form a part of the service, so 

make sure that you have something to eat and to drink to hand. Once again, 

the reading brings together a collection of ideas and challenges.  Jesus has 

something to say about people who are difficult to please… those who are 

fickle or ‘like children’, to use Jesus’ own words. It raises the question of what 

kind of people God wants; Jesus has many positive things to say about children 

– more of that in a moment – but he doesn’t want us to be petulant if and 

when we don’t get our own way!  However… and it is a big ‘however’… the 

passage makes it clear that the importance of Jesus is revealed to children and 

that we are to learn from this.  There was and is far more to being a child than 

age alone; in the first century, people would have thought of them as 

vulnerable, dependent and socially marginal… in some senses, as being weak 

and insignificant.  We continue to think about the ways in which those 

marginalised in our times have so much to teach us about the ways of God. 

Jesus talks about his ‘yoke’: this is a picture – a metaphor – unique to 

Matthew’s Gospel.  You may well think immediately of beasts of burden and so 

on and there are places in the Old Testament where the yoke is used as a 

picture of oppression.  Nothing could be further from the mind of Jesus, 

however; instead, he draws on a Jewish tradition which associates the picture 

of the yoke with putting oneself under God’s instructions for life.  It is not 

intended to be a burden or a restraint; instead, it provides necessary structure 

and guidance in human life. 

Please remember that you can approach me at any time about any matter.  A 

number of folk have taken the opportunity to ‘phone me in recent weeks; I am 

always glad of the conversation and, if appropriate, will endeavour to help in 

any way that I can. 

With love in Christ, 

Neil 


