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Isaiah 45 1-7:  Psalm 96.1-0 

1 Thessalonians 1.1-10: Matthew 22.15-22 

Paying Taxes to Caesar 

The Pharisees are now throwing every trick of the trade in Jesus’ direction, and I dare say  
he was tempted to smile as they were clearly nonplussed by his answers! 
 
However, perhaps what is much more important is that ‘truth’ has won the day.  That may 
be so, but Jesus’ response to the Pharisees’ awkward question left them hopping mad, and 
so Jesus knew that his answer would have sadly increased their malice towards him, and 
now those with power would be seriously thinking how they could use brute force to end 
this disruptive character’s life.  In knowing what was in their hearts, it is more likely that 
Jesus’ didn’t smile during this confrontation with the Pharisees. 
 
So, while we read the gospels, think about Jesus’ life and say our prayers, we can remember 
that Jesus knows that the path ahead is sometimes rocky, and often with unexpected twists 
and turns.  Jesus clearly understands the complexities we all face, and because being 
authentic and truthful was of ultimate importance to him, he held onto these, even though 
he could see where it will end for him. 
Bon courage.  
 

Stephen 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
In our prayers let us remembers of our Church Family who are in care. Please also 
remember in your prayers those who live alone and may be feeling lonely, or others who 
may be feeling worried or concerned for themselves, or their family or friends, because of 
the recent local lockdown restrictions.  
 
At this difficult time when we cannot meet as usual, and have to wear face coverings, 
perhaps we should remember the following, which may give us hope for the future when 
we will again be able to share a smile with those we meet. 

 
 

  A SMILE 

A smile costs nothing, but gives much. 
It enriches those who receive, without making poorer those who give. 
It takes but a moment, but the memory of it sometimes lasts forever. 

None is so rich or mighty that he can get along without it. 

A smile creates happiness in the home,  
fosters goodwill in business, 

and is the countersign of friendship. 
It brings rest to the weary, 
Cheer to the discouraged,  

  Sunshine to the sad, 
And it is natures’ best antidote for trouble. 

Yet it cannot be bought, begged, borrowed or stolen – 
For it is something that is of no value to anyone until it is given away. 

Some people are too tired to give you a smile. 
Give them one of yours, 

As none needs a smile so much as he who has no more to give. 
 
 

 


