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   WEEKLY LETTER 

 

John 15.1-8 

‘The offer to have one foot in the Garden’ 

During your life, you will have experienced chaos and order - chaos being an experience which results  
in you throwing up your hands (swearing!) or feeling lost and puzzled while the experience of order enables 
your deepest desires to be met. 
 
God created ‘The Garden’ and it was meant to be full of ordered lives.  In this gospel reading Jesus is saying, if 
you desire to have one foot in ‘The Garden’ you will need to abide in me and then I will be in you. 
 
Now if Jesus had had the joy of seeing the film Pinocchio and the Lion King he might well have referred to 
them in this passage, so I’ll do it instead!  For these archetypal stories reveal the despair and horror we 
experience in chaos, but also how much we desire at-one-ness, that is, to enjoy order, for here we can be our 
true selves, and experience a greater sense of why we exist.  So, ‘Abiding in the true vine’, will mean 
something if we take some time to recall the periods you have been disappointed with yourself (chaos), and 
also of times when you experience congenial peace within yourself and creation (order).  I can certainly 
pinpoint periods of chaos in my life, and anybody who has lived with me will testify to that! 
 
Jesus is therefore saying, I think, “I am fully aware how vulnerable you are, and I know too much chaos in your 
life ain’t good”.  Instead, I’m offering you the chance to be a good person, and stay that way for longer 
periods, because good people help others to see what it is like having their big toe in ‘The Garden’.  (Do look at 
Matthew 5.14-16). 
 
 

Stephen 
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Church News 
 
 
St John’s Residential Home/Day Centre 
At the beginning of last Sunday morning’s Service Rev David Salsbury welcomed the residents of St John’s to 
our congregation who, thanks again to the to the wonders of modern technology, joined us via a large screen 
in their lounge.  This was the first time they have joined us, and perhaps it won’t be the last. 
 
Adella also told us that work had begun on the garden of the Day Centre, and that the wooden frames on the 
memorial plaques from Carmarthen Road had been freshened up.  Perhaps when lockdown restrictions are 
eased, which were imposed just a couple of weeks after our visit for a Coffee Morning on a very wet morning 
in March, we may be able to arrange another visit, on a much drier day!! 
 

How to be a Green Shopper 

Following on from the Climate Sunday service I took on April 11th, I write now with some information for you 
for when you are doing your shopping.  The information I share with you is taken from the Spring edition of 
the Greenpeace newsletter called Connect. 
The major supermarkets (Waitrose, Aldi, M & S, Lidl, Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Asda, Coop, Morrisons and Iceland) 
are not doing enough to reduce their use of plastic.  In 2019, they used nearly 900,000 tonnes of plastic 
packaging, which is just a reduction of 1.6% compared to 2018.  Waitrose is leading the way with plastic 
reduction and has been investing in reusable packing and unpacked products.  Aldi have climbed from last 
place to second after using less plastic and committing to halving the plastic in its stores by 2025.  This is also a 
pledge that Sainsbury’s has made.  Unfortunately, plastic use at Morrisons went up rather than down.  
Greenpeace is running an online petition, which is telling supermarkets to ditch their throwaway plastic and 
they are asking people to sign it at greenpeace.org.uk/plastic-league-table. 
Also and equally if you are not on line and when you are shopping in a supermarket please try and buy 
products that are not in plastic or for example just put 4 loose apples in your basket and put them on the 
conveyor belt like that at the till point and then wash them well when you get them home.  Don’t put loose 
items into the plastic bags that the store offers.   
It is worth noting that since 2019 and with the effect of the pandemic, more products have been put into 
plastic for food safety but that practice is starting to change as the effect of the pandemic lessens.  
If you have Green News to share I would like to hear it.     

Best wishes Adella 

Sunday Morning Worship will be led by Rev Neil Riches.    We will celebrate Communion. 
The Bible Reading is John 15.1-8 

Cycle of Prayer for Swansea Region – we will pray for Temple, Gowerton. 

Prayers for Every Household – Manselton Road nos. 76-122 (even numbers). 

 
 
 


