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Dear Friends,  

Not the usual Pastorate letter... 

September is the time when things fall back into their usual 

routine after the summer break, but this year, the ‘usual’ 

pattern is unusual in that we will welcome our new Church 

Related Community Worker, Adella Pritchard, and also Andi 

and Nina, our two Time for God volunteers, who join us  from 

Germany.   

Time for God is a world-wide scheme which places students 

into local communities where they will live and serve for one 

year, and we are privileged to have Andi and Nina with us for 

the next 12 months. 

Adella will be living in Sketty, central for her Region-wide 

brief.  For the first six weeks or so of her time in Swansea 

however, she will be concentrating on the work here at Christ 

Well.                                                                                    

 Andi and Nina will be fully involved in all the activities held in 

Church during the week, as well as Unity in Diversity. 

We warmly welcome all three into our midst, and hope they 

settle well into their new surroundings.  They will each bring 



unique talents, energy and enthusiasm to their new roles and 

we very much look forward to getting to know them, and 

working with them to share the love of God with the people 

in the Community. 

So we have exciting times ahead – be ready! 

Roslyn Bevan 

P.S.  Andi introduced himself in last month’s Magazine, and 

later in this Magazine Nina introduces herself. 

   

Church Related Community Worker                                                       

Adella Pritchard will start work in Swansea on 2nd September.  

Her Commissioning Service will take place in Christ Well on 

Saturday, 21st September 2019 at 2 pm. (followed by a bring 

share tea).     

Pastoral Support – whilst Neil is unavailable please contact 

your Elder if you have any needs.  

 

Recording for BBC Wales – 28th July 

A very big ‘thank you’ to everyone who supported morning 

worship at Christ Well on the last Sunday morning in July.  

Whilst we knew that a good number of folk would be away 

on holiday, the singing sounded great…  We started recording 

fairly promptly, just after 10.30am and had finished by 

1.00pm – not too bad for two services.  The most 

problematic aspect of the recording was ensuring that we 

were singing together – tightly – in the first verse of each 



hymn/song; we had to do a reasonable number of ‘re-takes’ 

in this respect, but otherwise things went pretty smoothly.  I 

got taken to task over my Welsh pronunciation once or 

twice(!) an cars and helicopters weren’t always helpful, but I 

hope that it felt like we were properly engaged in two acts of 

Christian worship; personally, it helped that we moved 

through both services in order.  The least natural thing was 

the fact that, for me, anything extempore was excluded; I 

was required to stick to the script – and you probably saw 

that every member of the production crew had a copy of the 

full scripts in their hand! 

Both acts of worship were rooted firmly in the local context; 

we acknowledged that Swansea celebrates 50 years as a city 

this year – and went on to explore biblical perspectives on 

cities and city life; we also touched on the history of mining 

in East Swansea and spent time exploring Job 28, an 

extraordinary picture of mining which contrasts the pursuit 

of the ‘riches’ of the earth with the quest for godly wisdom.  

It was good to have Carolyn, our local MP, and Peter, the 

current Lord Mayor of Swansea, in the congregation for the 

day.  So far as I know, the services will be broadcast on the 

dates anticipated in September and October. 

Neil 

 

 

 



Conversations in the sauna 

I had a chat with one of the chefs at the hotel.  He lives out of 

town…and because his lunchtime shift hadn’t finished until 

3pm and he was working again at 5pm, it simply wasn’t 

worth going home; better to stay and the hotel and relax, 

using the leisure facilities.  We talked about some of the 

challenges presented by ‘split shifts’, particularly when it 

came to family life; he was often required to be in work mid 

to late morning, in the knowledge that he wouldn’t be able to 

go home to family until after the evening shift had been 

completed. 

There are no ‘split shifts’ in the Christian life…with ‘time out’ 

from faith, when we can do exactly what we want, ignoring 

the values and demands and challenges of faith.  It might 

seem daunting to acknowledge that faith encompasses every 

part of our life, even the ‘down’ times, even the highly 

personal times which nobody else knows about, but if we 

believe that we worship a God who wants what is best for us, 

then we have to acknowledge his presence in every part of 

our life. 

Neil 

Cycle of Prayer for Churches in the Swansea Region  

  Sept.  1st  Temple, Gowerton 
       8th  Uniting Church, Sketty 
    15th  Christ Well, Manselton   
   22nd   Hall Street, Llanelli 
                           29th  Hill Chapel 

Oct.    6th  Tabernacle, Mumbles  



From: The United Reformed Church Finance Committee
  Date: August 2019 
 
To: The members and friends of each local URC 
congregation 
 
‘THANK YOU’ for what you help us achieve together in 
God’s name 
 
The purpose of this letter is to say ‘Thank you’ to each and 
every one of you for all that you do for the Church and, 
especially, for your help in raising over £19 million in 2018 
for the URC Ministry and Mission Fund.  For Christians, any 
giving of ours is in response to the amazing generosity of God 
in pouring out his love through the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus and through his risen life in the world 
and the church today, through the Holy Spirit.  Nevertheless, 
it is important to say ‘thank you’. 
 
The United Reformed Church is like a big family – about 
46,000 members in 1,400 churches served by just under 400 
ministers.  In any thriving family, the members support each 
other and want the best for each other.  In the URC, we are 
all seeking to ‘Walk the way: live the life of Jesus today’ – and 
to enable others to do so as well. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Ian Hardie    John Piper 
Treasurer            Deputy Treasurer 
 



Nina Hirschuller, our Time for God student, introduces 
herself.  I am 19 years old and I live close to Mannheim.  My 
small village is called Ungstein and it is surrounded with 
vines.  In spring I finished school after my A levels.   After that 
I got a job, where I was selling strawberries and asparagus to 
earn money.  Then I went on a European trip. 

I mainly helped in my local Church community with the 
confirmation and youth groups.  I went on preparation trips 
with them every year as a supervisor.  I enjoy being creative.  
I’m spontaneous and I love to play board games.  I also like to 
cook and eat specialities from around the globe.  For leisure I 
like to embroider or read a nice book.  I am already excited   
to meet your Church community and work with you all. 

I hope it won’t be as hot as in my home town (I have already 
ordered a rain jacket!) 

 
Church Meeting at Christ Well - please Note change of date: 
The Meeting arranged for Wednesday, 18th September will 
now be held on 25th September at 7.30 pm. 
 
Items for the next Magazine should be handed in by 
Wednesday, 25th September please. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Calendar for September 

Date Christ Well, Manselton Temple, Gowerton 

1st 10.30am – Morning Worship led 

by Rev Allan Willcocks 

6.00pm – Evening Worship led 

by Rev Leslie Noon - Communion 

10.30am – Morning 

Worship 

3rd 7.30pm – Elders Meeting 

 

 

5th  10.30am – midweek 

Communion and 

coffee morning 

6th 6pm – 8pm: SSU BBQ at The 

Pines 

 

8th 10.30am – Morning Worship led 

by Mrs Ruth Smith 

6.00pm Evening Worship led by 

Mrs W Hawkins – at Eaton Road 

10.30am – Morning 

Worship 

12th  10.30am – midweek 

Communion and 

coffee morning 

15th 10.30am Morning Worship led 

by Rev Dr Robert Pope – 

Communion 

 

10.30am – Morning 

Worship 



Date Christ Well, Manselton Temple, Gowerton 

19th  10.30am – midweek 

Communion and 

coffee morning 

21st 2.00pm – Commissioning Service 

for Adella Pritchard as 

Community Minister 

 

22nd 10.30am – Morning Worship led 

by Rev Ivor Rees 

6.00 pm Evening Worship led by 

Rev Howard Long – Communion 

at Eaton Road 

 

25th 7.30pm – Church Meeting  

26th  10.30am – midweek 

Communion and 

coffee morning 

29th 10.30am – Morning Worship led 

by Rev Leslie Noon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEKLY ACTIVITY SCHEDULE FOR CHRIST WELL URC  

 

MONDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 

11.45 am 

Playgroup (school term time 

only) 

Hall 

TUESDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 

11.45 am  

Playgroup (school term time 

only) 

Hall 

11.00 am – 

1.00 pm 

Café Concourse 

11.00 am – 

12 noon 

Musical Memories Choir Worship 

Area 

2.00 pm – 

4.00 pm 

Health Support Group Lounge 

6.00 pm – 

7.00 pm  

Tuesday Club Whole 

building 

8.15 pm Table Tennis Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEDNESDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 

11.30 am 

Carers and Toddlers (school 

term time only) 

Hall 

11.00 am – 

2.00 pm  

Time to Meet Lounge 

11.00 am – 

1.00 pm 

Café Concourse 

THURSDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 

11.45 am  

Playgroup (school term time 

only) 

Hall 

9.30 am – 

11.30 am  

Welsh Class- university 

(university term time only) 

Lounge 

10.00 am – 

12 noon 

Welsh Café Concourse 

FRIDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 

11.30 am 

Ti a Fi (Welsh Carers and 

Toddlers) (school term time 

only) 

Hall 

6.00 pm – 

7.00 pm 

Brownies (school term time) Hall 

 


