
     
 
 

 
   
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
               

Psalm 118.19-end:  Mark 11.1-11 

Jesus knows how to make an entrance! 

Imagine the scene: 

Tens of thousands of pilgrims are celebrating as they walk up to Jerusalem for Passover.  While Jesus, cool as a 

cucumber rides on a colt.  Here is a figure who knows how to make a bold and provocative statement, which he           

will only top, when he enters the Temple. 

Many around Jesus will realize that Jesus is entering Jerusalem as God’s Viceroy, as the King. They love the increased 

sense of drama, and of being with a man who is proclaiming a new kingdom, Disciples, friends and visitors to Jerusalem 

are enjoying this inflammatory moment, some believing that they understand Jesus’ destiny.  They don’t. The saviour 

arrives in enigmatic silence knowing his entrance will mean suffering and death.  The crowd, are only looking out for 

their glory. 

For a brief period, the people around this silent figure on the colt have high hopes.  Will they be loyal to their royal 

figure?  No.  All they desire is someone, anyone, who will overthrow the oppressive powers that blight their lives. 

No one seems to know what Jesus is doing or what his life is about .....  Do we? 

 

Stephen 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP – 10 am – will be led by Rev Neil Riches 
 
 

BRITISH SUMMER TIME BEGINS.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO ALTER YOUR CLOCKS.  
 

Sunday Morning Worship will be led by Rev Dr Jason Askew 
The Bible Reading is Mark 11.1-11 
 
Cycle of Prayer in the Swansea Region:  we will pray for Temple, Gowerton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Synod Meeting – March 2021 
 
On Saturday March 6th the Spring Synod Meeting was held virtually.  Between 60 and 70 people joined the Zoom 
Meeting. 
 

At first we gathered in breakout rooms to chat in groups and share news of what was happening in our 
Churches.  The business of Synod was divided into two 1.1/2 hour sessions separated by a 15 minute break. 

After the Opening Worship we were told of several Synod events and appointments. 

• On Saturday March 20th 2021 – 9.30 am-12.30 pm – “Equipping Elders” – a course for Elders. 

• On Thursday, March 25th 2021 – 7.30 pm-9.00 pm – “Do not be silent”  - A course exploring how  

             we can add our voices to the calls for Climate Change.    

We were also encouraged to sign “The Time is Now” Declaration when we can use our voices to call for 
change.  The Time is Now to lead the UK towards a healthier, greener, fairer future.  

We were told that it was agreed to offer online Worship on behalf of the Synod on the fifth Sunday of each 
month for a trial period of two years.  This is available on the Synod’s You Tube channel: 
https://bit.ly/3cEGHVL. 

We heard two local Church stories.   Adella told the story of “Being a food hub” in Christ Well and we were told about 
“Using Advent Boxes in Rivertown, Shotton. 
 
 

After the break we discussed the Synod Environmental Policy.  The Policy affirms that Christian mission 
includes caring for God’s earth and all creation.  God has given us a wonderful world and in the coming 
months and years we will be discovering the biblical mission of the world as it is meant to be.  Synod has 

https://bit.ly/3cEGHVL


registered to become an Eco Synod and Churches are also encouraged to gain Eco Award Status.  Synod aims 
to lower its carbon footprint, ensure that its buildings are environment friendly and reduce, where practicable, 
car and air travel for Meetings, through the use of video conferencing.  Synod will ensure that environmental 
issues are integrated within the whole life of the Synod and support U..R.C. Youth in developing a strategy 
responding to the challenge of climate change. Eileen Newington, our Green Advocate, told us she supports 
the policy fully and that it empowers people, in this time of Covid, to do something positive.  The Policy was 
adopted unanimously by Synod. 

 

Pattern of Future Synod Meetings 

Synod resolved to have a Synod Meeting each year in person and a Synod Meeting each year virtually from            
January 1st 2022, and to evaluate the arrangement after three years. 

 

 

 

The one who comes in the name of the Lord     

 

Gentle Christ,  
You set your face to Jerusalem – 
The place of trial, of torture and death – 

surrounded by noise, 
by expectation and hope; 

 
love unknown, 
vulnerability unrecognised. 

 
Gentle Christ, 
we walk with you; 

  we will weep with you; 
we will watch with you; 

our eyes on you, 
our hearts with you,  
our lives for you.  

In humility,  
In awe, 
in  peace. 

                (URC Prayer Handbook 2021) 

 

 



 


