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WEEKLY LETTER 

 

Jeremiah 31.31-34:  Psalm 119 9-16: 
John 12.20-33 

“Now is my soul troubled” v.27  

Have you ever thought how Jesus lived with so much contempt, which he received right from the beginning of his 

public work, when he is humiliated and driven out of his home town of Nazareth, after preaching in the Synagogue?  

Or, why time after time, Jesus was willing to be taunted and derided   by  the Scribes and the Pharisees, as they 

constantly challenge him with disdain and their superiority, by saying, “Your words and actions are blasphemous?, 

and “who can forgive sins, but God alone?”. 

 
Have you ever thought how difficult it was for Jesus as Mary’s son to see how hard it was for her to bring up her 

seven children, see him humiliated in Nazareth, and then know how much she would suffer seeing him hang on a 

cross?  The last thing he would have wanted was for his mother to suffer like this.  Can you imagine Jesus’ sorrow 

and wretchedness?  Surely Jesus would have been tempted to walk away from the road that would lead to the 

cross? 

 
Jesus wept for his close friend Lazarus, because he was dead.  He wept in the Garden of Gethsemane, and no doubt 

this was in part due to his feelings for his mother and very close friends?   What sorrow must have been in Jesus’ 

heart knowing the choice Judas would make? 

 
And yet, Jesus in our gospel reading, knowing that ‘his soul is troubled’, will once again state that crucifixion will be 

the path that he will choose. It is therefore inevitable that with all that we know about Jesus’ life, we will wonder, 

‘what is within this man that enables him to take the steps to Golgotha? 

 
 

Stephen 

 

 

 



 
Sunday Worship will be led by Rev Linda Woollacott.   
The Bible Readings are John 12.20-33:  Hebrews 5.5-10  

 
Cycle of prayer in the Swansea Region – we will pray for Tabernacle, Mumbles.  

 

 

We’re fooling no one        (URC Prayer Handbook 2021)  

There are times when we disappoint ourselves,  
When our behaviour and thoughts  
come between us and the person we want to be. 
Often we make excuses –  
“I couldn’t help it”, 
“I didn’t know,” 
“there were circumstances ....” 
We don’t manage to fool ourselves, and we don’t fool you. 
We long to live life in all its fullness 
But we are very good at sabotaging our own efforts. 

Lord, we rise only by the strength of your forgiving hand. 
Your grace lifts us back to life, and  
we can live more honestly, 
knowing that you love us always. 
Take our lives, and lead us into a better day. 
 
Amen. 
 


