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Weekly Letter 

 
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16:  Psalm 22.23-31: 
Romans 4.13-25:  Mark 8.31-38 

 
Peter is again in the doldrums, but there is a gift for him 

If you have been able to read the whole of Mark’s gospel you will doubtless have an 
understanding of Peter’s roller-coaster life.  Here we have another example of Peter putting 
his foot right in it. 

In this incident Peter is showing that he loves Jesus and cares about him, but he seems to 
have no idea that he is saying completely the wrong thing!  (I have been there frequently!).  
He must have hated himself for what he said, in part, because it clearly revealed who he 
was, and his complete lack of understanding about who Jesus is. 

Once again you sense Peter is trying to put his best foot forward.  He believes he is standing 
by Jesus, and quite possibly Peter is simply expressing his friendship for the Christ.  But,   
Peter is in so many ways a weak person, ignorant of the drama he has chosen to be part of, 
and unenlightened about himself and Jesus.  The contradictions in Peter are actually 
limitless. 

You never sense Peter was out to harm Jesus, but he was a fragile person (like us?), and he 
seems to have an inkling of his fragility.  Though Jesus has a few home truths for Peter, he is 
neverdestroyed by his mistakes and denials of Jesus.  As we shall see, Jesus always forgives 
Peter, which is in some ways a similar gift he also gives Peter, the gift to fail without being 
broken. What Peter says is irreversible (because Mark records his words!), but Peter’s 
errors, denials and misunderstanding of Jesus never means he is allowed to ‘become the 
grave digger of his future’.  He is never imprisoned in the past.  

Step by step, Peter grows in understanding of himself and Jesus, and he embraces Jesus’ 
prayer ‘forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us’.  Jesus 
understands the pain Peter experiences, and in particular, that he is not the person he 
wanted to be or thought he was, and the mystery of forgiveness ensures that compulsive 
remembrance of the past is broken, and with this gift, there is only the present and the 
future.     

Stephen 
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Christ Well Playgroup 
Good news.  The Playgroup re-opened on 22nd February after closing early in December 
because of the lockdown. We welcome the children and our staff back, and pray that they 
will once again enjoy being in Christ Well, where every care is taken to ensure that they are 
all in a safe environment.   
 
There are places available in playgroup as some children are off to school. If you know of 
anyone who might want to register their child with us please let them know we have 
vacancies. 
 
We also pray for the younger age group children and their teachers, who went back to 
school on the 22nd February, that they too will be safe in this uncertain time. 
 
On Monday 22 February, one of our staff at playgroup, had her catalytic converter stolen in 
broad daylight on the side street outside the church.  Our member of staff was unaware 
until she tried to drive the car away – the witnesses said it was so quick – like someone 
changing the tyres at a grand prix. They jacked up the car and went off at lightning speed. 
The local people were very kind and the police, were also very helpful, and they mentioned 
these thefts are commonplace in places like Manchester and Birmingham, but not in 
Swansea as yet. 
 
Apparently catalytic converters are packed with precious metals (this helps to reduce toxic 
gases from your exhaust).  The scrap value is high, some of the metals are worth more than 
gold and a catalytic converter can sell for more than £500 on the black market… 
The car is now in the garage awaiting a new catalytic convertor. 

Please remember in your prayers : 
Those who are still grieving for their loved ones who have died.  

Those in Residential Care or Nursing Homes. 

Our friends in Mount Calvary as their Minster will be leaving Swansea in the near future to 
work in London.  
 

Sunday Worship will be led by Rev Dr Jason Askew. The Bible Reading is Mark 8.27-38. 

Cycle of Prayer for the Swansea Region – we will pray for Uniting Church Sketty.  

 
St David: 

Ten things about the Patron Saint of Wales 

1. His birthday is a mystery.  An angel foretold his birth to St Patrick 30 years before  
it happened – the exact date is believed to be some time between 462 and 515AD. 
Some say he lived more than 100 years and died on 1st March 589 – hence St David’s  
Day. 

 



2. He was born in a storm.  Whenever it was legend, says his mother Non gave birth  
on a cliff-top in Pembrokeshire – during a fierce storm.  

 At the exact moment, a bolt of lightning from heaven is said to have struck the rock,  
splitting it in two.  
A nearby holy well is said to have healing powers. 
 

3. He had royal heritage. His family was aristocratic.  The official biography claims his 
father was Sant, the Prince of Powys, and his grandfather, King Ceredig founded 
Ceredigion. Non was a nun, and later canonised herself. 

 
4. He’s not David.  That was the name he was baptised with. 

But Non named her son Dewidd, or Dewi to the locals.  
 

5. He took centre stage at Glasto.  Educated at a monastery, he became a missionary, 
spreading Christianity. 
Dewi was a renowned preacher, founding monastic settlements and churches in 
Wales, Brittany, and south-west England. 
He visited Glastonbury to rededicate the abbey and donated a travelling altar that 
included a great sapphire – pinched 1,000 years later. 
 

6. He left his mark   
Like a seaside tourist, David reputedly brought back a rock – though not the pink 
boiled sugar kind – from his pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
That stone now sits in an altar at St David’s Cathedral, built on the site of his original 
monastery. 
 

 
St David’s is the UK’s smallest city 

7. He was a teetotal vegetarian.  Strict dieters today have nothing on St David.             
He and his monks led a very simple and austere life living off only leeks and water.  
They even refused to use oxen to plough their fields, preferring to do it by hand. 
 

8. Miraculous stories 
He is said to have cured his tutor of blindness with the sign of the cross and brought 
a dead boy back to life by splashing the child’s face with tears. 
It is also said that the ground beneath his feet rose up to form a hill so people at the 
back of a large crowd in Llanddewi Brefi could hear him speak before a white dove, 
sent by God settled on his shoulder. 
 



 
 
 

9. A Celebrity of the Middle Ages.  He has been the patron saint of Wales since the  
12th Century, at a time when there were more than 60 churches in Wales dedicated 
to him. 
He shrine was so important that Pope CallistusIIsaid two pilgrimages to St David’s 
were worth one to the Vatican. 
Vikings regularly raided the cathedral while the shrine was stripped of its jewels 
during the reformation in the 16th Century. 
 

10. His legacy lives on.  His last words to his followers came from a sermon he gave on 
the previous Sunday:   
‘Be joyful, keep the faith, and do the little things that you have heard and seen me 
do’. 
The phrase ‘Gwnewch y pethaubychain’ – ‘Do the little things’ – is still well-known in  
Wales. 
 

 
 

ST DAVID’S FLAG 
 


