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Weekly Letter 

 

Genesis 9.8-17:  Psalm 25.1-9: 
1 Peter 3.18-end:  Mark 1.9-15 

What an entrance!  

There is little or no introduction to the central figure in Mark’s gospel, therefore there is no  
genealogy (Matthew), no birth narratives (Luke and Matthew) and definitely no grand  
opening that John gives Jesus in his gospel.  Rather, we quite suddenly have Jesus centre  
stage coming out of the water and hearing a voice from heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son” 
Wow, what an entrance! 

 

Without any real notice, and in truth, quite unexpectedly we come face to face with a figure 
who we are told in verse one will change the way we understand God, and the lives of  
anyone who wishes to follow this central figure. What will we discover about a man who is  
at the centre of a world-changing event? 
 

Throughout our lives we will meet and read about morally uplifting people, men and women  
who are wise, understanding and have profound insights into the world we live.  They are 
 rightly admired.  They may be heroically good, and enable us to have new insights into 
 the divine nature and the purpose of life.  So what sets this man apart, the man who  
dramatically makes himself known as the central figure in a cosmic drama?  Will we find an  
answer to this question in Mark’s gospel? 

 

Stephen 
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The total sent to Christian Aid for the Christmas appeal was £320. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed at this difficult time  
 
 
Sunday Worship  - will be led by Rev Neil Riches 
The Bible Readings are :  Psalm 25.1-10:   Mark 1.9-15. 

Cycle of prayer for the Swansea Region – we will pray for Temple, Gowerton 

Lent Study Group -  a reminder that this year's Lent Study Group commences on 

Wednesday 24th February. 

 

                                                                                              
 
 
For two weeks each year at the end of February and start of March, thousands of 
individuals, companies and groups across the UK come together to share the stories of the 
people who grow our food and drinks, mine our gold and who grow the cotton in our 
clothes, people who are often exploited and underpaid. 
  
The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us more than ever how interconnected we are globally. 
This interconnection is at the very heart of the Fairtrade message and is where your role 
begins. You are part of the Fairtrade movement and you have the power to drive long-term 
change, not only with your shopping choices but with your support in spreading the 
message.  
 
In Fairtrade Fortnight 2021, we will highlight the growing challenges that climate change 
brings to farmers and workers in the communities Fairtrade works with. The facts are 
straightforward. Farmers and workers in countries such as Kenya, Ethiopia and Honduras, 
who have done the least to contribute to climate change, are disproportionately affected by 
it. 
 
The climate crisis is an immediate and ever-increasing threat to the livelihoods of farmers 
and workers across the world, from deforestation and changing weather patterns to rising 
temperatures water scarcity and contamination.  

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 
21 February to 7 March 2021 

 



  
Despite contributing the least to the climate crisis, smallholders in developing countries are 
disproportionately affected and have fewer resources to adapt to changes in climate and 
other stresses. These farmers manage over 80 percent of the world’s 500 million farms and 
rely on this land for their livelihoods but with increasingly negative effects on land and 
agricultural production, farmers have told us that climate change is their biggest challenge 
right now. 
 
The farmers that Fairtrade works with have seen their crops of coffee, cocoa, honey, and 
vegetables in Honduras, Guatemala and Nicaragua be completely devastated. As a matter of 
justice and a matter of science, the matter of the climate crisis cannot be delayed any 
longer.  
 
By 2050 as much as 50 percent of the global surface area currently used for coffee farming 
may no longer be suitable and many cocoa growing regions in Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire – 
who produce over half of the world’s cocoa – will become too hot to grow the crop.  
 
 
With the emergence of the global COVID pandemic, the challenges that farmers face now 
are bigger than ever before with falling commodity prices and widespread shocks still 
reverberating along our global supply chains. 
There is hope! More and more companies are talking to Fairtrade about how they want to 
reduce emissions and reach net zero. But we’re not going fast enough. Change by 2050 is 
too late. The weather is changing now. 
  
Doing this properly means helping farmers and workers to adapting to the current impacts 
as well as supporting them to switch to low carbon production and transport. 
 
We can all do our bit to help these farmers by buying Fair Trade products wherever possible 
so if you can please buy Fair Trade products and help the farmers adapt their farming 
methods for the future when climate change will have an effect on how they grow their 
crops. 

 
 

CLIMATE, FAIRTRADE,  

AND YOU 

CHOOSE THE WORLD YOU WANT 

 

A Time to say “Sorry”   -   DREAMS FOR OUR FUTURE  

Creator God, 
We’re sorry for the way we have treated your creation, 



taken your natural gifts for granted, and used your precious resources carelessly. 

We have manipulated the earth 
to yield our choice of produce;  we have tried to control every aspect of nature. 
Through our foolishness we have endangered our planet and all life on it.  

Creator God, 
give us hearts that are willing to change, hearts that are willing to make the sacrifices ,  
hearts that are willing to listen to the wisdom of the earth. 

Creator God,  
turn us from our ways, open our eyes to what could be, 
and help us dream your dreams for our future.        Amen. 

(Meryl White - URC Handbook 2021) 

                            
 

 


