
 
 
 
 

Tel : 01792 415222 
Email: manseltonurc@gmail.com 

 
 

WEEKLY LETTER 

 
 

Exodus 14: 19-31, Psalm 114 

Romans 14: 1-12, Matthew 18: 21-35 

 
Central to the Christian revolution, which has touched every corner of the world, there have 
been three life changing gifts to people, namely, that everyone has an inherent worth 
(Galatians 3:28), ‘all you need is love’ (Galatians 5:14), and perhaps the most challenging 
one, we should never forget the power of forgiveness- the assurance of Christ’s mercy. 
 
So in today’s famous parable, forgiveness is clearly revealed as central to God’s nature. 
Thank goodness! So the parable reminds us again, that if we wish to join in building the 
kingdom of God, here on earth, we have to remove vindictiveness from our lives, and give 
evidence that we wish to extend forgiveness to those we meet.  
 
But there is also a clear warning – oh dear! We should know that God’s mercy does not 
mean that he is an automatic dispenser of forgiveness and let us us get away with anything, 
so judgement is also part of this parable, which I think helps us to take more seriously Jesus’ 
words. Therefore, if we do believe in the inherent truth of this parable, i.e., the power of 
forgiveness and that judgement is coming, perhaps we can enjoy singing with Judy Garland:  
‘C’mon get happy, get ready for Judgement Day. Forget all your troubles, c’mon get happy, 
you’d better chase all your cares away. Shout Alleluia, c’mon get happy, get ready for 
judgement day. 
 
 

 
Book of the Month 

 
Vincent Van Gogh – His Spiritual Vision in Life and Art, by Carol Berry – Orbis Books 
 
If you enjoy Van Gogh’s art work and his letters this book reveals his love of Jesus’ life and 
words, which help him to see the extraordinary dignity in the poorest and in God’s creation.  
Here is a book that reveals Van Gogh’s passion, intelligence and ultimately his faith in the 
goodness of God to all humanity. 
 

 



 

FROM NEIL 
 
Many thanks for your prayerful best wishes and very generous gift on the completion of    
my time in Swansea and retirement from paid ministry.  The money will go towards the 
replacement of furniture which went to auction at the beginning of the year!  I will let      
you know my new address when I move later in the autumn - and I hope to return to the 
leading of Sunday Worship after a complete break of 6 months or so.  I have enjoyed my 
time in Swansea and know that the congregation has the imagination, energy and flexibility 
to embrace the next stage of the journey which God has in store.  God bless.    Neil.  
 
 
 
 

 

As most of you know, Wynford Bevan is now our Acting Treasurer and Ken Wheeler is our 
Health and Safety Officer. We thank Ken and his wife Jane for carefully looking after the 
Christ Well finances for the past 2 ½ years and Wynford for being willing to manage the 
accounts for the time being. 

Rev Dr Noel Davies has been appointed as our Interim Moderator now that Neil has retired.                            
We thank Noel for being willing to accept this responsibility again – five years after the first 
time he became our Interim Moderator!  Thank you very much, Noel.  We look forward to 
the time when we can see you in person again. 

 

 

 


