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Facts about Dewi Sant - St  David, the  Patron Saint of Wales 
  
He was a vegetarian – St David and his monks ploughed  
fields by hand and didn’t each much meat.  It is also believed 
that David himself only ate leeks and drank water. 
 
He left his mark – it is said he went on a special religious                                                                                                                                   
journey to Jerusalem and brought back a stone with him.  
The stone now sits on an altar in St David’s Cathedral, which 
was built on the site of David’s original monastery. 
 
His words live on – His last words to his followers before his                                                                                                                                                              
death are thought to have been ‘ be joyful, keep the faith and 
do the little things that you have heard and seen me do’ –   
that phrase gwnewch y pethau bychain mewn bywyd – ‘do 
the little things in life’ is still a well known phrase in Wales.                                                                                      
 
One of the famous stories is from when he was speaking to a 
large crowd and someone in the crowd shouted ‘we won’t be 
able to see or hear him’.   Then the ground David stood on is 
said to have risen up so that he was standing on a hill, making 
it easier for everyone to see him. 
 
It is said that David lived for more than 100 years and died  
on Tuesday, 1st March 589. The Feast of St David has been 
regularly celebrated on that day since the Canonisation        
of David in the 12th century. 
   
Dydd gwyl Dewi Sant hapus i bawb – 

Happy St David’s Day to everyone 
 



Minister’s Letter                                                    March 2020 

Dear friends, 
 
The Christian faith has always set great store by the 
acceptance of personal responsibility - and the need for a 
personal relationship with God.  ‘Just as I am’ and so on.  Yes, 
the older Jewish faith also acknowledged the importance of 
taking personal responsibility for behaviour, but at the same 
time it was imbued with a very powerful sense of 
togetherness – community – the People of God.  Jesus was 
far more likely to talk about the Kingdom of God and had 
very little to say about what the ‘Church’ would look like; 
Paul and his contemporaries did start to explore this, but, 
understandably, it took a while for a coherent picture of what 
Christian ‘togetherness’ – community – might look like.    
 
In 2020, some commentators argue that faith has become a 
very ‘private’ matter for a lot of people; it is not necessarily 
something to be shared easily and regularly with others and 
the Old Testament picture of faith as relating to ‘community’ 
seems vey strange.  Yet we lose these ancient insights at our 
peril.  Talk of our ‘children’s children and children’s children’s 
children’ still sounds odd on Christian lips, but we are starting 
to wake up to the fact that our Christian responsibility, whilst 
it is about a right, personal relationship with God, is also 
about a shared sense of stewardship and acknowledgement 
of community responsibilities which will affect those who will 
come after us. 
This is nothing new; I reviewed a book called, ‘The Greening 
of the Church’ 30 years ago… but a fresh sense of urgency 
has emerged in recent years.  I have looked at the papers for 



the spring Synod – and a number of stories from ‘Eco 
congregations’ in Wales feature; the issue of disinvestment 
from fossil fuels is now a ‘live’ one for many churches and 
denominations.  Recently, I shared in the review of the work 
of a minister in Cardiff; some aspects of his ministry raised 
eyebrows in his main congregation, but folk were unanimous 
in offering support for his prominent participation in the 
work of Extinction Rebellion. 
It seems to me that things are changing… and changing very 
quickly.  Why?  I am not sure.  The prominence of young 
activists?  Extremes of weather which affect people known to 
us?  Government initiatives?  I could go on, but it is clear that 
a priority for many young Christians is the discovery of an 
understanding of Christian stewardship which is appropriate 
for the times in which we live – and the rediscovery of the 
fact that ‘Church’ is not simply for us, but also for those who 
will come after us.  Christian ethics is not simply about how 
our behaviour affects our relationship with God; it is about 
how our behaviour affects God’s world and God’s people in 
the years ahead. 
Thankfully, some churches and writers offer a clear lead here 
and we do well to listen to what they are saying.  Lent is 
traditionally a time for thinking about we might deepen our 
relationship with God.  What kinds off Christian spirituality 
will help Christians – and, ultimately, the wider world – best 
in these times? Some of us are still playing ‘catch-up’ with all 
of this.  As we move through Lent towards Easter, what kinds 
of ‘resurrection’ do we wish to see around us? 
With much love in Christ, Your friend and pastor, 
Neil 
 



From the tribute to Peter Bennett (Gowerton)… 

Where to start talking about Peter?  He collected interests 
and hobbies like few others that we have known; 2 bouts of 
cancer did nothing to diminish his passion for life; he never 
spoke badly of others – he never repeated stuff; he had a 
strong work ethic – and if his friends idolised him, then the 
same would be true of his grandchildren in particular.  He 
was a good and committed Dad, had no time for stuffiness or 
formality – and in terms of attending worship at Temple for 
over 40 years, he may have lived closest to the chapel, but he 
was invariably the last to arrive. 
He enjoyed a sense of routine, but every day was a full day… 
started early.  In his eclectic range of interests, he was largely 
self-taught – and generous when it came to giving away the 
fruits of his creativity.  How many people grew the 
sunflowers that he had ‘started off’?  How many varieties of 
tomato in the garden were enough?  How heavy was heavy 
enough for a pumpkin?  Sadly, he never quite made it to a 
hundred-pounder – and the less that is said about the 
pumpkin wine, the better.  How hot should a curry be?  In the 
past, his were legendary.  How many people heard him 
coming before they saw him coming?  There aren’t many 
these days, for whom a sidecar is a ‘must’ when it comes to 
motor bikes.  He was skilled at working with stained glass, 
and the annual Gowerton Arts and Crafts Festival provided 
him with an opportunity to showcase his skill with carpentry. 
He was a hardworking man and a sociable man.  He spent 
over 20 years with BT – with renowned ‘shed’ parties for his 
mates.  His work with the NHS stopped only recently.  He 
enjoyed his cats as well as people, had a wicked sense of 
humour and quite enjoyed winding people up.  Yet there 



were invariably personal and personalised drawings in the 
Christmas and birthday cards that he sent to those close to 
him; when he asked how things were, he genuinely wanted 
to know how things were. He liked his Southern American 
rocks and blues and made several guitars to go with it; coffee 
and cake, cheese and red wine, a glass of port, a mooch in 
Charleys in Carmarthen, a short road trip with friends, an 
adventurous spirit in many ways… and yet, for all this, he was 
fundamentally a private man. A generous one.  A fascinating 
one. 
 
 
 
 
 
Conversations in the sauna 
 

 
‘End of life’ conversations are never easy from a Christian 
perspective: under what circumstances, if any, have we the 
right – moral, ethical, faith-based – to determine the time 
and manner of our own physical deaths?  This was a 
conversation which arose out of discussion of Motor 
Neurone disease.  The wife of one of my good friends died a 
difficult death from the illness – and the person to whom I 
was talking had lost an uncle in the same way.  I don’t think 
there is a straightforward way of talking about this…openly, 



honestly, sympathetically, and the tensions and issues 
involved have surfaced in the numerous, frequently complex 
court cases which have arisen as people have sought to 
exercise greater ‘control’ over their own death. 
 
Some will disagree with me, but I don’t necessarily think that 
there are any very tidy, completely watertight answers from 
a Christian perspective – and I acknowledge that the issues 
are many.  Yes, every life is a unique gift from God, held in 
sacred trust, but many Christians are comfortable signing, 
‘Do not resuscitate’ paperwork.  Dignity of life matters, as 
does freedom from pain, as does the impact of our life on 
those around us, as does our freedom to make decisions – 
and I have heard many Christians expressing sympathy (and 
more) with those who travel to Switzerland and other places 
to take control of the end of their own life, having made clear 
(without any pressure from others) that this is what they 
wish to do.  I cannot say that this is always wrong – and I can 
conceive of circumstances under which I would wish to do 
the same.  I do not see this as being at odds with my faith: 
God has given me the gift of free will, and I struggle to 
believe that there is always a profound, personal message in 
many months of pain, ever-diminishing physical capacity and 
the knowledge that the end is not far away anyway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LENT GROUP 
 

 
 
A reminder that the Lent Group will meet at 7.30pm on  
2nd March, 16th March, 30th March and 6th April; by the time 
that you read this, study booklets should be available, as well 
as details regarding venues (since there aren’t many chairs in 
the manse now!).  All welcome.  We aim to finish by 9pm. 

 
 

      COFFEE MORNING AT ST. JOHN’S DAY CENTRE –  
 11AM – WEDNESDAY 4TH MARCH 

 
All are invited to this coffee morning.  As well as an 
opportunity to show interest in, and offer support for our 
local Day Centre, this will be an opportunity to see the two 
memorials from the former Carmarthen Road URC which 
have been relocated to the Community Garden adjacent to 
the Day Centre.  Photographs and details of the rededication 
service were in last month’s church magazine. 
 



 
Cycle of Prayer for Churches in the Swansea Region 

March 1st  - Christ Well:  March 8th   -   Hall Street  
March 15th - Hill Chapel:  March 22nd  – Tabernacle, Mumbles  
March 29th – Temple, Gowerton:  
April 5th – Uniting Church, Sketty 
   
Items for the next issue of the Magazine should be received 
by 25th March, please. If you wish to send in contributions by 
email the Church email address is:  
christ.well@ntlbusiness.com 

 
Another reminder – 6th March Women’s World Day of Prayer  
2 pm - St John’s, Gowerton 
Christ Well Church Meeting – 18th March at 7.30 pm    

 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

Date Christ Well URC Temple URC 

Sun 
1st 
Mar 

10.30 am Rev Linda Woollacott  
6.00 pm   Rev Neil Riches – 
Communion 

10.30 am –  
Morning Worship 
and Communion 

Tues 
3rd  
Mar 

7.30 pm Elders Meeting  

Thurs 
5th 
Mar 

 
 
 
 
 

10.30 am 
Communion and 
Coffee Morning 

mailto:christ.well@ntlbusiness.com


Date Christ Well URC Temple URC 

Sun 
8th 
Mar 

10.30 am Rev Neil Riches  
6.00 pm  Rev Howard Long – 
Communion at Eaton Road 

10.30 am – 
Morning Worship 

Thurs 
12th   
Mar 

 10.30 am 
Communion and 
Coffee Morning 

Sat 
14th 
Mar 

10.00 am – 3.00 pm Synod 
Safeguarding Training Day 

 

Sun 
15th 

Mar 

10.30 am Rev Neil Riches - 
Communion  
6.00 pm Rev Neil Riches 

10.30 am – 
Morning Worship 

Thurs 
19th 
Mar  

 10.30 am – 
Communion and 
Coffee Morning 

Sun 
22nd 
Mar 

10.30 am  Mrs Verena Walder  
6.00 pm Rev Andrew Walker  - at 
Eaton Road  
 

10.30 am – 
Morning Worship 

Thurs 
26th  
Mar 

 10.30 am – 
Communion and 
Coffee Morning 

Sun  
29th 
Mar 

10.30 am Rev Neil Riches   
6.00 pm   Rev Neil Riches 

10.30 am – 
Morning Worship 

Thurs 
2nd 
April 

 
 
 
 

10.30 am – 
Communion and 
Coffee Morning 



Date Christ Well URC Temple URC 

Sun 
5th 
April 

PALM SUNDAY 
10.30 am Rev Neil Riches 
6.00 pm Rev Neil Riches – 
Communion 

10.30 am – 
Morning Worship 

 
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITY SCHEDULE FOR CHRIST WELL URC  
MONDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 
9.30 am – 
11.45 am 

Playgroup (term time only) Hall 

7.00 pm – 
8.00 pm 

Singing for Fun (2nd Monday 
of the month only) 

Worship 
Area 

TUESDAYS 
TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 
11.45 am  

Playgroup (term time only) Hall 

11.00 am – 
1.00 pm 

Café Concourse 

11.00 am – 
12 noon 

Musical Memories Choir Worship 
Area 

 

TUESDAYS CONT’D 
TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 
2.00 pm – 
4.00 pm 

Health Support Group Lounge 

6.00 pm – 
7.00 pm  

Tuesday Club (term time only) Whole 
building 

7.15 pm Table Tennis (term time only) Hall 
 
 



WEDNESDAYS 
TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 
11.30 am 

Carers and Toddlers (term 
time only) 

Hall 

11.00 am – 
2.00 pm  

Time to Meet Lounge 

11.00 am – 
1.00 pm 

Café Concourse 

THURSDAYS 
TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 
11.45 am  

Playgroup (term time only) Hall 

9.30 am – 
11.30 am  

Welsh Class - University 
(University term time only) 

Lounge 

10.00 am – 
12 noon 

Welsh Café Concourse 

FRIDAYS 
TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

6.00 pm – 
7.00 pm 

Brownies (term time only) Hall 

 
 

 
 

  



To make you smile... 
 
A little girl walked into the hall of a world-known company 
and asked to see the Managing Director.   
An amused secretary had a word with that great and hidden 
personality, and eventually the child was shown into his 
office. There she explained that her class at school was 
raising money for homeless children, and would he please 
contribute?  The busy man, tickled pink by the sheer audacity 
of his visitor, put a ten pound note and a 5p piece on his 
desk.  “Take which you like”, he said.  Without hesitation the 
little girl picked up the coin, saying “Mummy’s told me 
always to take the smaller of two gifts”.  Then with a 
ravishing smile, she added “And so’s I don’t lose it, I’ll wrap it 
up in this bit of paper”.  It made the big man’s day!      
 

 A five-year old was saying her prayers: 
     ‘Dear God, please try to put vitamins and good things  
      in sweets and ice cream and not just in cabbage and  
      cod-liver oil.       Amen’ 
       
Last Sunday I visited my sister’s where her husband always 
cooks dinner.  ‘is your dad a good cook?’  I asked her five-
year-old son.  ‘I can’t say for sure’, he replied, ‘but to be on 
the safe side we always say a prayer before eating.’ 
 
An elderly neighbour, Mrs Jones, had been ill so Mrs Smith, 
who was concerned for the lady’s health, said to her young 
son, “Pop round and ask how old Mrs Jones is today.”         
Two minutes later her son returned, saying “Mrs Jones says 
it’s no business of yours how old she is”. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


