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Dear friends, 

Christian greetings.  This has been an unusual week for me… in that I have seen 

10 members of the Christ Well congregation ‘in life’!  Whilst this was partly 

because of Val’s funeral on Monday, it also reflects the fact that I continue to 

walk the streets of Manselton fairly frequently and people are now venturing 

out a little more.  Somehow, even a couple of sentences exchanged with 

somebody face-to-face can resonate more than a long ‘phone call.  For all of 

us, there may be times when God feels like a concerned, but slightly distant 

listener… and then God surprises us with a sense of immediacy and intimacy 

and closeness and directness.  I treasure the times when ‘God over all’ is  

This coming Sunday is Trinity Sunday – hence the key reading is Matthew 28.16 

– 20.  We will sing, ‘Give thanks with a grateful heart’ and ‘We have a gospel to 

proclaim’.  We will also celebrate the Lord’s Supper during worship, so please 

have something to eat and drink with you.  Most commentators feel that the 

closing verses of Matthew’s Gospel represent a slightly later, tidier ending to 

the original work; they are verses which provide clarity on some of the issues 

which most concerned the earliest Christians.  The word ‘authority’ is central… 

not an easy word for us.  What does it mean to speak of Christ’s authority in 

our life and in our churches?  As followers of Jesus, in what sense can we be 

said to have authority?  Why has there been a long history of the misuse of 

authority in the Christian Church?  Matthew is sometimes described as having 

a fairly narrow ‘Jewish’ focus, but this is far from being the case: it is Matthew 

who brings in the magi as early visitors to the young Jesus – and Matthew who 

concludes with a vision of the good news for ‘all nations’.  We continue to talk 

and sing about spreading the gospel throughout the world, but what exactly 

does this – should this – mean in a world of many respected faiths?  It is only in 

our times that the importance of a sensitive answer to this question has come 

to fore in a significant way.  Matthew does use an overtly Trinitarian formula in 

these verses – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – but this is likely to be the result of 

later, informed theological reflection.  History teaches us that it took Christians 

the best part of three hundred years to understand exactly what they believed 

and why!  Yet there is something very powerful about this presentation of God 

in relationship – universal and inclusive.  This should continue to inform the 

ways in which we understand faith and the Church, capital ‘C’. 



Whilst there may still be a little more money to come in, to date we have sent 

off about £900 to Christian Aid following this year’s Christian Aid Week; many 

thanks for your generosity.  We have also been fortunate enough to receive a 

grant from the Western Power initiative ‘In this Together – Community 

Matters Fund’; this is intended specifically for the Emergency Food Response 

at Christ Well.  Consideration is being given as to how best this should be used; 

as a congregation, we need also to start to consider the fact that the EFR may 

be more than a short-term project for the duration of the current crisis.  

Clearly, this will have far-reaching implications for us. 

We pray for our community and for those members of our congregation who 

have continued to work during recent months, none of them in easy situations.  

We remember also those families where there have been ‘new arrivals’, where 

visits and suchlike have simply not been possible. 

I do miss the heat, now that it seems to have disappeared temporarily… but I 

was mightily relieved at not having to water all the pots on my terrace and in 

the greenhouse yesterday! 

With much love in Christ, 

Your friend and pastor, 

Neil 


