
CHRIST WELL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, MANSELTON 

25th June 2020 

Dear friends, 

Christian greetings.  It won’t surprise you to know that I haven’t rushed back to 

the newly-opened shops this week… but I have been on public transport again 

for the first time in three months.  I wore my mask and felt secure enough, 

though a single-decker bus was effectively ‘full’ when there were 8 or 9 people 

on board. 

We know that many more things are now possible, including the opening of 

churches for private prayer.  In some Christian traditions, the use of places of 

worship for such prayer is central to an understanding of faith; for us, ‘sacred 

space’ is more usually associated with corporate worship… gathering together 

as a community of faith.  Thus far, nobody from Christ Well has approached me 

regarding the re-opening of the building for private prayer– and I have to say 

that my response to this has been an almighty sigh of relief!  Even this modest 

step forward would involve a full risk assessment, enhanced cleaning, new 

signage, a formal resolution and an ‘OK’ from Synod.  Yes, of course, your 

elders are monitoring the situation carefully and giving attention to what will 

be necessary when fuller use is made of the buildings, but for the present, 

private prayer is simply that, something we offer within the privacy of our own 

homes.  Many thanks for your patience and understanding; be assured that we 

will move forward as and when it seems safe and sensible to do so. 

My apologies for failing to include the chapter in the gospel reading for last 

Sunday.  So… I will get it right this week: Matthew 10.40 – 42.  We will sing, ‘I, 

the Lord of sea and sky’ and, ‘Let us talents and tongues employ’.  Matthew 

continues to reflect on Christian mission and discipleship; some of what we 

have read and heard in recent weeks has sounded quite stark…challenging.  

This week, however, we consider some of the consequences of a positive 

response to our discipleship.  There are strong connections between these 

verses and the story of the sheep and the goats in the latter part of Matthew 

25; you might find it helpful to read these verses as well.  Is it always necessary 

for our faith to be known and open when we are helping others?  Matthew 25 

makes it clear that it is possible to serve Christ without understanding fully 

what we are doing.  Matthew 10.42 – with its reference to a cup of cold water 

– clearly resonates with Matthew 25; in Christian service and commitment, our 



actions don’t have to be earthshattering or visible to a great many people.  

‘Little acts of kindness’ go a long way.  Both Matthew 10 and Matthew 25 

underline the importance of hospitality in the Jewish faith; some scholars are 

surprised by the fact that there is no reference to hospitality in the Ten 

Commandments, so central was it in Jewish thinking.  By and large, Christians 

have held onto the significance of hospitality in their understanding of faith. 

We continue to think about how we can help people to ‘worship well’ in these 

times.  The Christ Well congregation which worships together on a Sunday 

morning via Skype can draw in folk from as far away as Cambridge!  The notes 

which go out in this letter are comparatively brief: if you would like to receive 

fuller information regarding the service – details of responsive prayers and so 

on – please let me know.  Whilst most people get the letter well in advance of 

Sunday, I am conscious of the fact that the letter goes out in many forms – and 

some people may not receive a hard copy until after the weekend.  Again, if 

this is an issue, then please let me know.  We are also pondering ways in which 

people who do not have access to the internet can be involved in ‘live’ 

activities, most likely by use of ‘phone.  If you have any suggestions or 

concerns, don’t hesitate to get in touch with me.  We want to move forward in 

such a way that everybody is ‘on board’. 

With much love in Christ, 

Neil 


