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John 15.9-17 

All you need is love?  But what kind of love? 

Preachers often inform others that God loves them.  At times I wish they would say what that means, so I shall 
have a go! 

To Aristotle and Aquinas God’s love was pretty close to what they called benevolentia (a Latin word, so try 
saying it a few times with your best Italian accent – very beautiful!).  Benevolentia is a love that wills another’s 
good.  Another beautiful word is concupiscientia (also Latin), which at its best refers to a natural, and I think a 
necessary love we all need for a healthy life, but does mean we gain something from another person.  So I 
know I need and desire Carol’s love.  The closest word that reveals what ‘God’s love’ means is agape love 
(Greek).  A love that does not bargain and ensures that the one who is loved has absolute freedom to enjoy 
this love in any way they wish.  It is a love that enables people to more freely forgive, and gives you courage to 
be faithful to what you know is true.  Rare moments in our lives? 

So in this passage, Jesus is saying something quite stunning – “We shall be friends, you and I”.  No more, just 
follow my commandments and you will prosper!  Rather, we are offered a relationship in which we can day by 
day learn to give ourselves to one another, more naturally.  In other words love is done freely, and if it is not – 
it is not love. – Exciting, challenging or like the Beatitudes way beyond us?  

 

Stephen   

 

Sunday Worship will be led by Rev Linda Woollacott.   
The Bible Readings are: Psalm 98:  John 15.9-17:  1 John 4.7-10. 
 
Cycle of Prayer for the Swansea Region – we will pray for Uniting Church, Sketty. 
  

 

 



10-16th May  -  Stand with Rose  -  Stand against the elements  

Will you stand against climate chaos with people in Kenya? 

Kitui County in Eastern Kenya was already in the grip of a climate emergency.  Severe 

drought followed by extreme and unpredictable changes in weather has destroyed crops, 

killed livestock.  Then the pandemic hit. 

 
We know ourselves that water and washing hands has been vital in helping to save lives during the pandemic.  
But what if there isn’t any?  What if the nearest water source is miles away, by foot?  What then?  This climate 
crisis and the pandemic impacts us all.  But people living in poverty, like Rose and her family, get hit the hardest.  
Today, we can make a stand with people in Kenya. 
 

Rose won’t stand for her family going hungry and thirsty. 

You may never meet a more determined grandmother than Rose. At 68 years old she makes a six-hour round 
trip every other day to collect water for her family so they can farm, drink and wash.  She’s hungry and weary 
but she goes on.  Because she has to.  Her grandchildren’s lives depend on it.  However, she won’t have the 
strength to do this journey forever. 
 
 

‘because of climate change I worry a lot about food.  I pray to God that  

the rainfall will become normal like it used to be’ - Rose. 

Even before the pandemic hit, unreliable and unpredictable rainfall made life a struggle.  Today we can stand 
against this chaos.  Together we can work with communities like Rose’s to make sure everyone has easy access 
to reliable water sources – now and in the future. 
 
 
  

During Christian Aid week will you make a stand for better futures? 

We have 7 days to make a huge stand with families like Rose’s and millions more people across Kenya whose 
lives are threatened daily by storms, flash floods and drought.  Let’s stand together against climate chaos.  Let’s 
work with communities to help build reliable water systems – and better futures. 
 

Low cost dams save lives.  And help people stand stronger. 

Every drop of water that falls is precious.  So there needs to be a simple, sustainable and ingenious way to 
successfully collect it.  Earth dams do just that.  And your gift today can help build them. 
These huge basins are dug in the ground to collect and store rain water.  It’s then piped into taps for people like 
Rose to draw from.  Crops grow, land can be farmed, and families no longer go hungry.  People stand strong and 
are better prepared for whatever life throws at them. 
 
 

 

Will you help more people in Kenya access life-saving water? 

Please help Rose and her family access a dam and a better life 


