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A Prayer for Remembrance Sunday 

Loving Lord,  
Today we remember the human cost of many wars. 

All have taken their terrible toll of suffering and death. 
We know how to wage war, 
But we do not know how to grow peace. 

And then you come along and tell us 
 Do not resist an evildoer, 
 and love your enemy. 
Lord that sounds so unrealistic!  
We cannot let the evildoer get away with it! 

Perhaps you have a point.  
Preparing for war takes time and energy. 
 What if we invested in peacemaking? 
 What if we built bridges instead of bombs? 
 What if we grew mutual understanding? 

Forgive us, Lord ... 
 forgive our lack of trust in Your judgement, 
 forgive our suspicion of those with a different 
        view, 
 forgive our unwillingness to love our enemy. 

Forgive us and lead us in Your way. 



Conversations in the sauna 

I was talking to student from Swansea University who had 

just graduated.  His folks had gone home to the other side of 

the country, and he was spending another day or two in the 

city, crossing i’s and dotting t’s, before leaving the city for 

what amounted ‘for good’; he had done well in his first 

degree and was moving on to Birmingham University to 

commence a Master’s degree in the autumn.  We talked 

about his time in Swansea, which he had enjoyed; he had 

certainly had to live with changes a-plenty, since the Bay 

Campus had grown beyond all recognition during his time in 

Wales. 

He commented that during his first two years, he hadn’t 

made enough effort to explore the area – and that during his 

third year, he had made a point of spending a day a week out 

and about, exploring the Gower and beyond, so that he 

didn’t move on with any regrets about missed opportunities.  

He had enjoyed this greatly…and it reminded me that it is 

invariably when I have visitors, that I make the greatest effort 

to explore the local coast and countryside. 

In the Christian life, we don’t always acknowledge the 

opportunities, the possibilities that God places on our 

doorstep.  We are either so preoccupied with keeping things 

going – or looking much further afield – that the nature of 

our ministry in the immediate area somehow evades us. 

 

 



The Empty Chair 

It was agreed a while ago that evening worship at 6pm at 

Christ Well on 3rd November should offer an opportunity to 

remember loved ones who have died physically… either very 

recently or in years past.  Many congregations offer a service 

of this nature at this time of year; the date is close to the 

ancient festivals of All Souls and All Saints – and it is the 

weekend before the traditional Remembrance Service which 

takes place within Sunday morning worship. 

The service usually involves a symbolic action in which 

members of the congregation can take part – and in our case 

this gives rise to the title of the service: ‘The Empty Chair’.  

There will be an empty chair at the front of the worship area 

– and, during worship, those who wish to will be invited to 

come forward to tie ribbons on the chair as an act of 

remembrance.  I hope that the service will be helpful and 

hopeful. 

Neil 

 

Please Note: 

Christ Well - Election of Elders will take place during the  
Morning Service on 24th November. 
 
Christ Well – change of date - Church Meeting will be held 
on Wednesday 4thDecember at 7.30 pm, not 27th November. 

 

 



Christ Well news  

It is with sadness that we report the death of Rev Alan 

Rabjohns on 11th October.  Alan was Chairman of Swansea 

Male Voice Choir, and had conducted our Sunday Evening 

Worship on many occasions, although not recently because 

of a period of ill health.We offer our sincere condolences to 

all the members of Alan’s Family at this very sad time.  

Mary Thomas writes -  

What a month it has been! Rain, rain and more rain! 

However for a few days the sun has shone, so hopefully we 

feel more cheerful.  

We think of all who are unwell and we remember them in 
our prayers.  

Another Carmarthen Road Reunion took place last Saturday. 

It was very well attended and we enjoyed exchanging news 

of our families. No plans were made for the next meeting. 

Harvest in Christ Well - 6th October 

Gifts to the Food Bank were received during our Morning 
Service.  When they were delivered they were weighed, and 
amounted to 102.6 kg. which equalled 245 meals.   
Regular cash donations and gifts are also made throughout 
the year, for which the Food Bank is extremely grateful.   
 
Christian Aid Envelope appeal - donations amounted to 
£630. 
 
 



Thank you to everyone who responded so generously to both   
appeals, and also thank you to Elaine Jones (assisted by 
Moira) for leading our Morning Worship on the Christian Aid 
theme for Harvest.   
 
 

Closure of the Night Shelter at Christ Well 

You may be aware by now that we have decided not to offer 
Swansea Night Shelter Project the use of our building for this 
year.  The reasons for this reluctant decision are many 
faceted but personally, the deciding fact is that this is the 
first year we could not guarantee Christ Well personnel 
attendance on all three shifts, as indeed we have previously 
always supplied the Supervisors for all of three. This decision 
was not taken lightly, but was with the agreement of all the 
Christ Well volunteers. Our decision was reported to the 
Meeting of those arranging this year’s hospitality, which 
unanimously agreed to cancel this year’s Night Shelter, with a 
view to review this decision for next year. 
We have been part of the Swansea Night Shelter Project 
since its inception, I think some eight years ago, and before 
that our own “Soup Run” for more years than I can 
remember. 
 
All is not lost however, as having an at length discussion with 
the Swansea Night Project Leader, Mr Paul Mort, a new fully 
grant aided Charity will take over the Swansea Night Shelter 
from 2019, operating both in Swansea and the Neath Port 
Talbot areas.  They will use participating local Churches (of 
which thankfully there are many) and local volunteers from 
the general public and Church members.  Paul is also 



standing down this year to take up Ministry in his local 
Church, and we wish him every success with that Calling. 
We had a residual balance of £492.00 given by our 
Membership and others that we would now be using to 
purchase food, but it was decided that we would donate this 
balance in full to the Swansea Night Shelter Project, with the 
express wish that they would purchase clothes vouchers for 
the use of the Guests/users of the Night Shelter to have the 
dignity of purchasing items, i.e. warm and waterproof 
clothing for themselves. 
 
Lastly, but certainly not least, I would like to thank all the 
volunteers from our Church, and the many volunteers that 
came to us via the Swansea Night Shelter, for the 
commitment and care shown to our guests over the many 
years.  I will never forget the times spent with you all, and 
again, on a personal note, when we built our new building we 
wanted a building that could be used as a ”tool for the 
community”, and the safety, warmth and friendship offered 
by the Night Shelter surely met this criteria. 
If you have any questions regarding the Night Shelter please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind regards,      Robert White. 
 

Remembrance Weekend  

We will be distributing an advertising leaflet run around  
Manselton on 31st October and 4th November.  If you can 
help with this please meet at Church at 1.30 pm on these 
dates. 
 



We plan to be at Christ Well from 2 pm on Friday, 8th 
November to set up the Church for the weekend. All help  
to do this will be appreciated. 
 
The event will run from 11 am-5 pm on 9th November and 
close on Sunday, 10th November at 3 pm. We will need to 
put the Church back in ‘order’ after the close so help with 
this will be gratefully appreciated.  
 
Don’t forget to put your name on the list for help if you can, 
with the cafe, and for cakes. 
 
Lastly, please tell all your friends and neighbours about this 
event. 
 

Many thanks, Tim and Teresa                                                                  

 

Cycle of Prayer for Churches in the Swansea Region 

Nov. 3rd  Hall Street, Llanelli    
Nov. 10th  Hill   
Nov. 17th  Tabernacle, Mumbles 
Nov. 24th  Temple, Gowerton 
Dec. 1st  Uniting Church, Sketty 
 

 

 



 

News from Temple URC, Gowerton 

Members of Temple have been very saddened at the death 

of Mrs Betty Price, who died on 6th October, and was a 

faithful Member and friend of Temple, and is already missed. 

Betty’s Funeral took place in Temple on 21st October. 

We offer our sincere sympathy to her Daughter Susan, and 

Son Stephen, and all the members of her Family at this sad 

time. 

 

Nina and Andi were welcomed by Diane and Theresa when they visited 
the Gowerton Arts & Crafts Exhibition in Temple on 18th October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A CHRISTMAS FETE 

will be held in 

TEMPLE, GOWERTON 

on 

SATURDAY, 23RD NOVEMBER  

 at 11.00 am  

Everyone is welcome  



 

Choir Helps dementia sufferers to discover support and joy 
(as reported recently in the local press) 

Swansea’s Musical Memories choir has become a real beacon of 
hope for scores of dementia sufferers and their carers for the past 
four years, and meets every Tuesday at Christ Well, and every Friday 
in Linden Church in West Cross at 11 am, and attendance is free. 

Sancta Maria had previously supported the group with £27,000 of 
funding over the past three years, and has now committed to 
funding of £12,000 for the fourth year running, to safeguard the 
immediate future of the choir. 

Helen Hunter, who runs the group, said the funding has been crucial 
in helping the choir to flourish. She commented: “Whereas in the 
past we have had to devote a lot of time to search for outside 
funding, the on-going commitment from Sancta Maria has afforded 
us the opportunity to focus purely on the choir itself and ensure our 
members get as much out of it as they possibly can. 

HMT Sancta Maria Hospital Director, Geoff Bailey, commented: “As a 
not-for-profit organisation we are always looking at the best ways to 
invest our surplus funds back into the local community. The Musical 
Memories Choir is a shining example of some of the wonderful work 
being undertaken within communities in Swansea to help bring 
people together and combat issues such as living with dementia.” 

Since Sancta Maria began funding the choir, the number of members 
has doubled, with 50 people now regularly attending the weekly 
meeting in Manselton as well as a further 80 active members in West 
Cross. 

“For many of our members, attending the sessions are the highlight 
of their week. They come together to share life with one another, 
support each other and simply be reminded that they are not alone. 
The choir allows us to shift the perception that people with dementia 
have to be suffering from it and focus on how many people are 



actually ‘living with it’. It gives them a sense of ownership, belonging 
and an identity.” 

John and Rita Pickard, a husband and wife from West Cross who are 
celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary this year, joined the choir 
two years ago. Rita had been involved in singing solo as well as part 
of choirs for most of her adult life but had to stop due to illness. John 
said: “When I first brought Rita along I was simply going to sit in the 
corner with a book whilst she took part, but we both loved it so 
much that every week we are now both here singing along. It gets us 
out of the house and gives us the chance to meet new faces all the 
time, many of whom have become dear friends.” 

About twelve people associated with Christ Well attend the 
Manselton Choir, and this is a comment from Gill, Jackie and Mary  
 
“It is lovely to see people with dementia enjoying singing alongside 
other members of the Community.  Music has the power to break 
down all barriers, and those of us who originally came in a supporting 
capacity now derive just as much benefit from the Choir”.  

 

 

 

 
 



 
CHURCH CALENDAR 

 
Date Christ Well URC Temple URC 

3rd 10.30 am Rev Neil Riches 
6.00 pm Rev Neil Riches - 
Communion    

10.30 am – 

Morning Worship 

5th Elders Meeting  

7th  10.30 am 

Communion and 

coffee morning 

9th 11.00 am-5.00 pm 
Remembrance Weekend Art 
Display and Stories 

 

10th 10.30 am Rev Neil Riches - 
Communion     
12 noon – 3.00 pm 
Remembrance Art Display  
6.00 pm Rev H Long – at Eaton 
Road Methodist            

10.30 am –  

Morning Worship 

14th  10.30 am 

Communion and 

coffee morning 

17th 10.30 am Mrs Verena Walder 
6.00 pm Rev Gareth Cheedy 

10.30 am – 

Morning Worship 

21st  10.30 am 

Communion and 

coffee morning 



Date Christ Well URC Temple URC 

24th 10.30 am Mr Paul Davies        
6.00 pm Rev H Long – 
Communion at Eaton Road 
Methodist 

10.30 am – 

Morning Worship 

28th  10.30 am 

Communion and 

coffee morning 

1st 

Dec 

10.30 am Rev Neil Riches 
6.00 pm Rev Neil Riches – 
Communion 

10.30 am – 

Morning Worship 

 

A reminder that -  

Table Tennis  - runs every Tuesday from 7.15 pm-8.45 pm 

during School Term times.  All are welcome to come along 

and join us. 

Singing for Fun – runs every 2nd Monday of the month.  If you 

enjoy singing to the Lord, then come along and join us.  We 

are a small group that meet to praise God.  There is no 

agenda, you come along, choose a Hymn/Song out of the 

book, and we sing it. 

If you want more information on these activities please 

contact Teresa and Tim Dunn on 01269 824070 

 

Items for the December/January issue of the Magazine 

should be received by 20th November please. 



WEEKLY ACTIVITY SCHEDULE FOR CHRIST WELL URC  

 

MONDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 

11.45 am 

Playgroup (term time only) Hall 

7.00 am – 

8.00 pm 

Singing for Fun (2nd Monday 

of the month only) 

Worship 

Area 

 

TUESDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 

11.45 am  

Playgroup (term time only) Hall 

11.00 am – 

1.00 pm 

Café Concourse 

11.00 am – 

12 noon 

Musical Memories Choir Worship 

Area 

2.00 pm – 

4.00 pm 

Health Support Group Lounge 

6.00 pm – 

7.00 pm  

Tuesday Club (term time only) Whole 

building 

7.15 pm Table Tennis (term time only) Hall 

 

 

 



WEDNESDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 

11.30 am 

Carers and Toddlers (term 

time only) 

Hall 

11.00 am – 

2.00 pm  

Time to Meet Lounge 

11.00 am – 

1.00 pm 

Café Concourse 

 

THURSDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

9.30 am – 

11.45 am  

Playgroup (term time only) Hall 

9.30 am – 

11.30 am  

Welsh Class - University 

(university term time only) 

Lounge 

10.00 am – 

12 noon 

Welsh Café Concourse 

 

FRIDAYS 

TIME ACTIVITY ROOMS 

6.00 pm – 

7.00 pm 

Brownies (term time only) Hall 

 

 


