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Dear friends, 

As ever, Christian greetings.  When it became clear that lockdown was going to 

happen, I made some preparations… not in terms in building up a store of 

food(!), but in buying some art materials and in ensuring that I had something 

to read.  You may recall that virtually my entire library went to Oxfam at the 

beginning of the year, when I thought that I would be off travelling for a good 

many months.  I can’t claim to have bought highbrow literature; I bought eight 

of the Harry Hole crime thrillers by the Norwegian author Jo Nesbo! 

The work of The Salvation Army features in, ‘The Redeemer’ and one of the 

characters in the book has this to say: ‘Charity.  Sharing and helping your 

neighbour.  The Bible deals with nothing else.  In fact, you have to search 

extremely hard to find anything about sex before marriage, abortion, 

homosexuality and a woman’s right to speak in public. But, of course, it is 

easier for Pharisees to talk about subordinate clauses than to describe and 

perform the great actions which the Bible leaves us in no doubt about… 

Christians will not let go of their earthly goods’. I don’t particularly want to 

comment on this passage as such… but I hope that you, like myself, are using 

these weeks to reflect on what the truly important things of faith are: are there 

ways in which your views have changed – and will this be apparent when 

something akin to ‘normal’ life re-emerges? 

I received a very appreciative ‘thank you’ letter from SASS – Swansea Asylum 

Seekers Support – in response to our donation of some laptops.  Wayne Yare, 

the Volunteer Development Officer, notes that some have gone to the Share 

Tawe destitution scheme, to help those who need to engage in online learning; 

one has also gone to a trustee off SASS who is coordinating and monitoring 
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telephone support for community members.  Much better that things are 

used, rather than standing idle in these times. 

This Sunday is Pentecost.  The key reading for morning worship is Acts 2.1 – 21 

and we will be singing, ‘Spirit of God, unseen as the wind’ and ‘There’s a spirit 

in the air’.  I will be encouraging people to think about the ways in which God is 

still able to move in new and dynamic ways in the lives of believers.  Joel’s 

prophecy and Jesus’ own words prepared the way for what was going to 

happen, and yet the early disciples seemed unprepared in many ways.  In what 

ways – and why – do we continue to be unprepared for what God is waiting 

and wanting to do?  What are the dangers of this? Are we uncomfortable with 

the ‘model’ of Pentecost?  As you read scripture, frequent use is made of the 

elements: Elijah and the wind, Moses and a mountain enveloped by smoke, the 

events at Jesus’ baptism and the transfiguration, God’s voice heard as 

thunder…  It is not enough to say that the Bible was written in very different 

times and that people were more susceptible to understanding things in this 

way.  There are times when our understanding of faith is too cerebral: I don’t 

want to lose the God who can be powerful, dynamic, raw even.  We must 

never think that we can ‘tame’ God – witness the significance of the events of 

Acts 2. 

Our sister-congregation in Gowerton particularly asks to be remembered to 

folk in Christ Well.  People are keeping well – and the flower display in front of 

the chapel looks as good as ever, with the pots being replanted and the flowers 

watered every day.  It is a very visible sign that the congregation hasn’t simply 

gone into hibernation! 

With much love in Christ, 

Your friend and pastor, 

Neil 


