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WEEKLY LETTER 

 
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Exodus 20.1-7:  Psalm 19.7-end 
1 Corinthians 1.18-25: John 2.13-22 

 
A deliberate act of vandalism, or a signal that there will be a new way  

of receiving God’s love and forgiveness? 

The storming of the Capitol building on 11th January 2021, reminded many people that any 
venerated space should never be violated, and if it is, people will be deeply shocked. 

Pious Jews were understandably deeply offended by Jesus’ actions in the Temple.  For Jesus’ 
behaviour proved that he was a traitor to his and their core beliefs. His deeply offensive 
conduct caused so much resentment, that when he is sentenced to death an overwhelming 
number of people in Jerusalem approved of this death sentence.  

But, we should not forget that Jesus of Nazareth, led by the Spirit, was a master planner, for 
he knew exactly what he was doing in the Temple.  Though, on a human level, it can’t have 
been easy for Jesus to do the unthinkable in the Temple, because he had grown up believing 
that it was the proper place for all Jews to offer sacrifice for their sins; to have their 
covenant renewed and to pray to Yahweh. For the Temple was a sacred space, ordained by 
God, and where He met his people. 

We can now see that Jesus actions and his words in the Temple were deliberate and 
planned to inform the Jewish people that God had initiated a new means for Him to 
communicate with people.  

Having turned over the tables, and driven out the animals to be sacrificed, Jesus remains in 
the Temple to explain his actions, and then to answer the furious Jews questions. In essence 
the questions they focus on is Jesus’ authority, ‘By what authority do you violate God’s 
Temple? 

Jesus replies, and probably in his usual calm way, with, “Your Temple will be destroyed in 
three days and I (God the Trinity?) will rebuild a new one”. 

I doubt if anyone understood a word Jesus said, and we shouldn’t be too surprised, because 
he is speaking about a future event.  Surely his answer would just have increased the Jews 
sense of outrage and resentment towards him?  How Jesus walked away unscathed, I have 
no idea. 

 



It becomes increasingly clear that Jesus’ actions were not about cleansing the Temple, or an 
example of him losing his cool, rather his actions of ‘throwing out’ and his words about the 
Temple being destroyed, together mean, the place where God has ordained to meet his 
people with forgiveness and love will end.  Jesus states, this will happen in just three days, 
and a new Temple will be created (through Christ’s resurrection).  Then a new and living 
temple will be opened up to all, to receive and absorb God’s presence, and His forgiving  
love in the person of His Son, Jesus.  God would in three days create a new means to woo  
our hearts, to awaken our love for a life more honest and natural.  In three days God would 
enable the world an additional means to see God with new eyes, to see our neighbour with 
more generous eyes, and to see yourself with fresh eyes.  This is what Jesus was saying to 
God’s people in the Temple, and continues to say to us each day.   

Prayer:  Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image, and yet more 
wonderfully restored us in your Son Jesus Christ:  grant that, as he came to share our human 
nature, so we may be partakers of his divine glory who is alive and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
P.S.   If you are interested do look at John 4.20-24. 

Stephen 

  

 
 

 
Sunday Worship will be led by Rev Dr Robert Pope, when we will celebrate Communion.   
The Bible Readings are :  1 Corinthians 1.18-25:  John2.13-22. 

Cycle of Prayer in the Swansea Region – we will pray for Christ Well.  

    


