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21st May 2020 

Dear friends, 

As ever, Christian greetings.  Talking to a non-churchgoer earlier in the week, it 

was clear that she thought that the churches had gone into a kind of 

‘hibernation’.  I was at pains to stress that this is far from the case.  Even the 

smallest and vulnerable congregations sustain a shared life by means of regular 

‘phone calls and the like – and Christ Well continues to be busy on many 

fronts.  The life of the church goes on… witness the fact the I have to prepare a 

report for the Regional Pastoral Committee, in preparation for the Synod 

Pastoral Committee when it ‘meets’ in a few weeks, thanks to Zoom; the form 

dealing with lay presidency at communion also requires attention.  Yes, of 

course some things are very different, but some things are pretty much the 

same!  If you feel sometimes that things are simply ‘on hold’, be assured that 

they are not. 

The key reading for our Sunday morning worship this week is John 17.1 – 11; 

we will sing, ‘All heaven declares…’ and ‘God of grace and God of glory’.  A 

number of people have said that they would like to see some of my reflections 

on the gospel reading in this letter, since they can’t easily share in our worship 

on a Sunday.  So, when you have read the passage, ponder: 

• … the ways in which this a deeply personal passage.  Jesus talks 

powerfully about his relationship with the Father and with his followers.  

We understand more than ever that church is not primarily to do with 

bricks and mortar, meetings and structures.  How are you being 
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sustained by the knowledge that faith is relational, rather than 

institutional? 

• In verses 1 – 5, Jesus prays for himself; in verses 6 – 11, he prays for the 

disciples.  Even though we are praying for others more ardently than 

ever, it is equally important to pray for yourself.  Media coverage about 

‘mental health issues’ is relentless at present; praying for yourself is 

vital. 

• ‘Glory’ and ‘glorify’ are key words in John’s Gospel.  The cross, for all its 

darkness, is the time when Jesus will be glorified (v.1).  Jesus has 

glorified God by being faithful in the work he was sent to do (v.4).  Jesus 

himself has been glorified in his disciples (v.10).  All of us are caught up 

in the relationship between Father and Son… caught up in a mutual 

giving of glory, like so many mirrors reflecting the eternal light.  Don’t 

lose sight of this.  Again, it enhances a sense of godly self-worth – of 

value in God’s ongoing plans. 

The Christian Aid Quiz…well, getting back to the teams with scores and 

answers is the next thing on my to-do list this morning.  Ten teams took part 

and there seems to have been much merriment along the way.  Suffice to say 

here that an all-female Christ Well team of six achieved the highest score, with 

53 out of a possible 60.  Well done to all who took part – and thanks for 

donations to Christian Aid, which continue to come in. I know that a lot of 

people have been sharing in family quizzes and the like over the last couple of 

months: the general knowledge ‘base’ in Swansea should be pretty impressive 

by now! 

The work of the Emergency Food Resource and Unity in Diversity continues to 

grow and develop in response to the challenges of these times: please 

remember all involved in these groups – also for those who volunteer as 

‘Community Champions’ in Manselton.  Some are kept very busy indeed and 

one of our congregation is delivering a significant number of pastoral letters 

each week; I know that people appreciate the conversation – at a safe distance 

– which sometimes accompanies the delivery.  By one means or another, the 

letter goes to over 70 households each week. 

Prayerful good wishes to all,      

Neil 

 


