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WEEKLY LETTER 
 

 
Jonah 3: 10 - 4-11 

Psalm 145: 1-8 

Phillipians 1: 21-30 

Matthew 20: 1-16 

 
Like you, I have read and heard this parable on a number of occasions, and in some ways, 
my first reaction is still, ‘I’m not surprised by the attitude of the workers who worked all 
day, feeling a little cheesed off.  I would have been slightly taken aback’. 
 
But, I suppose we all like rewards, in fact we love them!  So, surprise, surprise, prior to this 
parable Peter is trying to see if there are going to be any ‘just deserts’ for Jesus’ disciples.  
The disciples seem to be forever angling for something! They are quite normal. So, how will 
God reward people? 
 
Well, the rewards are going to be spectacular and glorious, though you mustn’t fall into the 
trap of thinking you deserve it!  And, please do not overestimate what you think you have 
done!  
 
That said, what is shocking throughout Jesus’ life is not just how much He revels in God’s 
justice, but what shines even more brightly for Him, is God’s overwhelming compassion. 
 
So, in many ways this is a surprisingly joyful parable, (Matthew is often a bit grumpy) 
because Jesus is in part saying, if you are feeling short changed for all your efforts, or even a 
little resentful, this can easily be overcome by allowing God’s spirit to remind you of God’s 
goodness to ALL.  Therefore, perhaps today is a good day to write down the ways in which 
you know you have experienced the generosity of God during your life, and share it with 
someone?  
 
Stephen 
 
 

 



 
Christ Well Manselton URC as an Emergent Community 

 

Introduction: Overtime in the Weekly Letters I want to share with you some of the reading   
I have been doing which helps to shape my future church related community work with the 
church and in the community of Manselton in the wake of our experience of COVID 19 and 
the experiences we are going to continue to share. 
 
Some of my colleagues in the URC have produced a booklet entitled “New reality, same 
Mission: A stimulus to renewed community engagement as we emerge from the pandemic”.  
The format of the booklet is based on what is called the Pastoral Cycle; a tool for theological 
reflection:  Experience, Exploration, Reflection and Action. 
 
I apply my own pastoral cycle to most situations, the pandemic being no different and I will 
use these headings for my future articles. 
 
So for this week we look at Experience: 
 
Quite simply we have lived and are living through an emergency, a crisis.  There are 3 stages 
to an emergency: response, recovery and reconstruction. 
 
We will continue to see grief, anxiety, people lacking confidence to get back to the normal, 
feeling that their world has been shaken up and not really knowing what normal is?  But 
equally we are seeing communities of people responding in very creative and 
unconventional ways to care for their neighbour in the local setting.  People and Place 
Matter.     
 
The months of shielding and lockdown have been referred to by one theologian as a time of 
‘radical cocooning’. Thinking of ourselves as being cocooned helps us to embrace the 
potential as well as the dread we might be thinking of, as there seems to be so much change 
in front of us? But the potential is beautiful.  Think of the chrysalis becoming the butterfly. 
 
We are being told that we are now moving into a time of response.  As a faith community, 
emerging out of a time of crisis or chaos, is not new. The reading of Genesis, reminds us that 
the world ‘was birthed out of chaos and confusion’.  For me, it’s a time to ask ourselves as 
we respond and then move into a time of reconstruct, what patterns are emerging, or re-
emerging, that can sustain us as we reconstruct our church life but as people belonging to 
a faith community how we are re-formed, or trans-formed? 
 
Please feel free to respond with any comments or thinking by emailing me on 
adellapritchard@gmail.com or by ringing me on 204651. 
 
Blessings 

 

Adella 
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Christ Well Playgroup  
It is good to report that, in these days of us being unable to meet in Christ Well, the 
Playgroup successfully re-opened on 7th September. Thank you to those who ensured that 
all the necessary precautions for hand sanitising, and signage for social distancing etc. were 
put in place. We wish the Staff and children well in these days of uncertainty.  
 
Delivery of weekly letter 
Thank you to those who responded to the request to join a rota to deliver the weekly 
letters.   

 
 

 

Food Bank 
Although the Emergency Food Resource has finished, our support is still needed for Swansea 
Food Bank. If you wish to make a contribution please see the list below: 
 
Tins: fish, meat, soup, fruit, rice pudding, baked beans, spaghetti, vegetables 
UHT milk, 
pasta and rice 
cereal 
biscuits 
Coffee/Tea 
Jam/marmalade 
Treats (chocolate/sweets) 
 
Alternatively you can give a cash donation or a cheque made payable to Riverside Christian 
Fellowship. 
 
These can be taken to the Church between 9.45 am – 11.30 am on Mondays, Tuesdays or 
Thursdays during term time, when Carol is in the Office.  These will then be delivered to 
Swansea Food Bank on the following Monday in Mumbles. 
 

Give £50 

 
 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/rddonate-checkout/?rid=524&amount=50&frequency=single&caid=7010Y000000RNmPQAW&preset=large

