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WEEKLY LETTER

 
Genesis 1.1-5:  Psalm 29:  Acts 19.1-7:  Mark 1.4-11 

The Baptism of Jesus 

In the context of 1st century Palestine, conceiving a child before you were married, and 
being crucified were seriously embarrassing events to Jewish people so, surely the most 
sensible thing would be to suppress theses two stories?  Claiming that Jesus bar Joseph is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and then stating that Jesus was baptised by John puts his baptism 
in the same embarrassing category as conception before being married, and being crucified.  
Again, why not forget these few minutes in Jesus life?  (Here the problem lies in John 
appearing to be superior to Jesus). 

So why include these extremely disagreeable and troublesome events?  The early Church 
knew perfectly well that each of these three events would put up colossal barriers for 
people to see that Jesus was the Son of God. 

 Well, one perfectly reasonable starting point is that it is likely that these three events did 
take place, and that the writers of the Gospels are more honest than they are sometimes 
given credit for. 

We can be confident that Jesus was baptised by John in the river Jordan around the 
beginning of AD28, and one has to assume that Jesus chose to be baptised. 

Can we know what his baptism meant to Jesus himself?  At the very least Jesus baptism 
meant a fundamental break in his life, a turning away from the past, and a time to dedicate 
his life to God’s mission?  Did he become more conscious of his Sonship and the Spirit?  
With this break from the past was there an interior change, i.e. a change in the way he lived 
his life, which is what John required from baptism? 

What we do know is that after his baptism Jesus departs from John the Baptist’s entourage 
and begins his own and very public ministry.  Unlike John, Jesus reaches out to all Jews, 
respectable ones and especially the sinful, the rich and especially the poor.  He journeys 
much further afield than the river Jordan, and in the process develops a much more 
expansive and ‘heartfelt’ message than John’s rather dour one.  

Perhaps this very short passage from Mark’s Gospel focusing on Jesus’ baptism warrants a 
great deal of thought and discussion by us all?  Lots of question marks today! 

Stephen   

 



Bathed in God’s Love    (Mark 1.4-11)        

I can barely believe it, God,  
that these words, spoken of Jesus,  
affirmed by John the Baptist  
could possibly apply to my life.  
I am such a half-hearted, fearful follower  
You can’t possibly want someone like me 
in your glorious kingdom of love. 

Yet at my baptism I was chosen and marked 
with the sign of the cross –  
a symbol of just how far your love would go  
for me – your wayward child, 
unworthy companion of Christ. 

Loving Father God, parent of all,  
help me rise from the waters of doubt, 
to new life with Jesus. 
Let me feel your Spirit hovering close;  
hear your words of hope; 
and know I am forgiven, restored,  
and bathed in your amazing love for me.   

(URC Prayer Handbook 2021) 

 

 

 
 
Sunday Morning Worship will be led by Rev Linda Woollacott.  The Bible Readings are – 
Luke 2. 22-28: and Luke 2.33-40. 

 

 
  
 

Thank you to all who donated to the Church Christmas Card for Maggie’s Cancer Centre.  
The total to date is £380.  Thank you again for your generous response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
      

Harvest Gift - the following letter was received from Christian Aid in December.  

Dear Friends, 

Christian Aid is a partnership of people, churches and local organisations committed to 
ending poverty worldwide.  With your support we are working to create a world where 
everyone can live a full life, free from poverty.  Your gift of £655 received in November  
is helping this work to continue – thank you.  
 
One of those countries is Bangladesh where we have been able to help Taslima, a 16 year 
old girl living in a refugee camp. She and her family fled the violence in Myanmar over a year 
ago but the camp where they live is very crowded, and was not always safe.  The lack of 
lighting at night made it dangerous for girls and women to even venture out to use the 
toilet, meaning many suffered health problems as they avoided going during darkness. 
 
With your support, Christian Aid has helped install over 300 solar lamps in Taslima’s camp  
so that all the women there can use the toilets safely at any time of the day or night.   Our 
partners in Bangladesh have also worked with local partners to establish women friendly 
spaces, where girls and women can meet, talk, and share their experiences. 
 
With renewed thanks and best wishes,  
Jonny Souster, Financial Processing Assistant. 

 

 

 


