
CHRIST WELL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, MANSELTON 

23rd July 2020 

Dear friends, 

Christian greetings.  My time with you – sadly – is coming to an end  as I intend to retire at 

the end of August.  An interim moderator has been appointed and the Synod Moderator 

participated in the elders meeting this week.   

I have indicated in previous letters that the elders have been looking at ways in which more 

folk can share in our regular Sunday morning worship.  At present, about 15 households 

share in the service.  This coming Sunday, 26th July, will be last on which we use Skype.  On 

the following Sunday, we are moving to a different platform – Zoom.  To share in this 

service, you do not need to have a computer and you do not need to be online; for those 

who wish to, it will be possible to phone in to the service, free of charge.  The service 

usually lasts about 30 minutes, with opportunities for sharing and conversations before and 

after the act of worship.  Since this particular service will take place on the first Sunday of 

the month, it will also be a communion service.  Please let me know if you would like to 

take part by means of a phone call. 

This coming Sunday, the main reading is Matthew 13.31 – 33, 44 – 52 and we will be 

singing, ‘Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders’ and, ‘Give me joy in my heart, keep me 

praising’.  This is a Sunday on which the parables come thick and fast!  The parables of the 

mustard seed and yeast… the Kingdom of God offers almost unimaginable potential.  The 

parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl… with the Kingdom of God, we encounter 

worth, value, almost unimaginable.  The parable of the net and the fish… another typical 

Matthaean parable of judgment.  There are strong echoes of last week’s parable of the 

wheat and the weeds: the good fish and the bad fish must co-exist.  Yet again, we are 

reminded that ours is a life in tension. 

At the end of this sequence of parables, Jesus asks his followers: ‘Have you understood all 

these things?’  Yes, they are great stories, but we are not simply passive listeners or 

readers.  We have a responsibility to engage with what is being said, to draw from it.  The 

disciples are able to answer, ‘Yes’ to Jesus’ question; hopefully, we can do the same. 

With much love in Christ, 

Your friend and pastor, 

Neil 


